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1. Empower communities to lift themselves 
out of poverty
To empower the local communities that we work with across 
the Asia–Pacific region, we want to see Australia’s Aid program  
re-focus on:

•	 Poverty reduction as its core objective, addressing the root 
causes of inequality & insecurity in our region and globally.

•	 Placing women’s empowerment and gender equality for women and 
girls at the forefront of how Australia approaches its foreign and 
development policy across the region and in our global relationships.
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•	 A rights-based approach to ensure access and opportunity  
for vulnerable, marginalised and disadvantaged groups.  ?

•	 A stop to the overall decline in the Australian Aid budget over  
the past decade.

•	 An increase in Australia’s Aid budget, including humanitarian 
assistance, to a level that re-establishes Australia as a 
‘generous’ global partner, based on comparisons of our foreign 
aid to the size of our economy (Gross National Income (GNI)). 
(We support Australian Council for International Development (ACFID) call to legislate 0.5 per 
cent GNI increase in the aid budget ODA by 2025-26 and an 0.7 per cent ODA/GNI by 2029-30,  
in line with our internationally agreed targets.) ACFID Policy Brief. 

•	 Better public transparency and data-sharing to improve 
government accountability on the way Australian Aid is spent  
and ensure it is reaching those who need it most.

https://acfid.asn.au/sites/site.acfid/files/Election%20Policy%20Brief%20-%20Gender%20Equality.pdf
https://acfid.asn.au/sites/site.acfid/files/Election%20Policy%20Brief%20-%20Elevating%20Development_V3.pdf

