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Women tell it straight about trouble at home
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Straight
talking at
summit

ABORIGINAL and
Torres Strait  islander
wamen  from the Far
Marth are in Canbers
ra this weeh for some
“straight talking™ abaut
how 10 improve the lves
ol indigenaus peaple.

At Oxfam's third an-
nual Straight Talk Sum-
mabt, Beinng Te=ld at Farclia-
neent House until Friday,
wamen will be ahle
take their concerns and
ideas direct b the ears of
poditicians.

Dlanys Straight “lalk
co-ardinator  Harr|na
Malan szaid the RZ par-
ticipants were an inspir-
ing group Mam all back-
gradinds, ages, edusation
and employment histo-
ries, working acrss di
VerEe jasnes
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Coleambally woman chosen for summit

AN INDIGENOUS Coleambally Indigenous Affairs Jenmy
woman will represent the region  Macklin, Deputy Opposition

il o national summil, starting TLaeader Julie Bishop and Greens
this spokesperson for Aboriginal and
weekend. Torres Strait Izlander [ssoes

Anme-Marie McIntosh will join  Senator Rachel Siewert, to find
Indigenous women from across ways of working together to
the country at Parliament House  improve the lives of Aboriginal

in Canberra for Oxfam’s third and Torres Strait Islander
ainnual Straight Talk Summit. preople. Two areas that Ms
Women from remote Melntosh is committed to

sommunilies, counlry lowns and  addressing are the delivery of
big cities will meet with women  services to Aboriginal people in
Trom all sides of politics. ihe Riverina and extra services
including the Minister for for girls in particular
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Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islamder women
of all ages and hack-
grounds from across
the country will be at
Parliament House in
Canberea next week
(September 18-23) for
Orxfam’s third annual
Straight Talk Semmit.

Women from remite
communitics, country
towrs and big cities will
mret with women Trom
Al sides of politics, in-
wluding the Minister for
Indigenous Alfadrs Jenny
Macklin and Depuary Op-
position Leader Julie
Rishog 1o find wavs of
working tagether to im-
prove the lives of Abo-
riginal and Tormres Strast
Islander peoples.

The G2 participants
will bring their commmit-
ment fo sironger coi-
amumnities, mprovements
in Indigenous health, and
onoems for yoang peo-
phe i the ears of palili-
i,
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FED:Indigenous women are "change makers'

By Lisa Martin

CAMBERRA, Sept 21 AAP - Indigenous women are the change makers who will help close the gap of
disadvantage confronting Aboriginal people, a leadership forum has heard.

The annual Oxfam Suaiglht Talk Summit has hmu_ght 60 indigenous women from across Australia, from
cities, the outback and the Tomes Strait. for 3 week-long leadership program.

The participants will share their stories with fernale politicians and increase their understanding of how
the political system works.

Australia’s first indigenous federal MP Ken Whyatt told the women he hoped to see more Aboriginal and
Tores Sirait Islander people run for parliament and dreamed of one day seeing an indigenous preme
minister.

“One day | hope one of the faces in this room is silting somewhere in one of the chambers of
parliament,” he said at Parliament House in Canbera on Wednesday.

The MP paid tribute to his mother and the indigenous women who had helped him on his joumey.

“Mever hold back, speak the truth that is your truth, speak what's in your heart with a combination of
passion and logic,” he said.

Indigenous Affairs Minister Jenny Macklin told the women they were "change makers” in their families,
communities and workplaces.

Deputy opposition leader Julie Bishop said her favourite part of the program was chatting in her office
with a group of participants "aughing and crying” over shared experiences.

“Whatever challenges our nation faces, empowering women must be critical to the solution.” she said.

Australian Greens senator Rachel Siewert told the women to follow the lead of big business and learn to
make the pofitical systern work for them.

“fou need to learn how this place works so you know what buttons to press to get the decisions that you
need,” she said.

Senator Siewert said politicians and indigenous women could learn from each other.

“There's awful long way to go .. we're a long way from joining the dots, so we need you here to tell us
how to de it,” she said.

“It's important to have you here telling your stories to people in this place, (because) many people in this
place do not get out and hear the issues.”
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Women to close gap

CANBERRA - Indigencus wamen are
the change makers who will help closa
the gap of disadvantage confronting
Abariginal people, & kadership forum
has haard The annual Qxfam Straight
Talk Summit has brought 60 indige-
nous women from across Australian
cities, the Oufpack and the Tormes
Strait, fpr a weak-long leadership pro
gram. Australia’s first indiganous fed-
aral MP Ken Wyatt told the women he
hapad 1o see mone Abariginal and
Torres Sirait Islander people run far
parliament and draamed of one day
seeing an Indgenaus preme minister.
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Ready for some tough talk

By Megan Gorrey
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Getting into
straight talk

JOHN STOKES
stokesjrmng.news!id, com.a
EMMA Summner fecls she has

breen guicded by her anoesiors during
T carer working e Hhe Abarigi
sl communily.

Ther MNigairvlndiel-Raurna miod e
has warked in Abarigl-
n#al cducalion, s mcdlation
and ehild peoteciion, and  now
warks as an Aleriginal sommunily
olficer ml Morhern
Clarers Melwork

of sy, 5

divelopment

1 el Lk Pve Beem stoered by the
aneestars thromgh my career path,”
M Bumner says.

A Marthern Carers she supporls
carers i the cemmunily and bas
been working with elders do esial-
lish & hesling ceniee booffer natlurl,

Araditbonal pemedbes aml prs
io e communiry.

Mz Sumner, from Smithlicld
Plaims, will teavel b Canborra this
wirk tn b part of dhe third annus
Sraight Talk summit

The summit will sec 62 Ahorigina
amd Torres Sirasl Islander somen
meed with female politieal o o
cliseiass how dn imprave the lves af
Abariginal aml Torres Strail
lalander peoples. Ms Bumner says
shie is homewred te be chosen oul of
humdreds ol applicant= and =Eys
iraining provided af the swmmit
wil

shy mafure

asslsl hor 0 oversming  hor

“1 thought if T went it would belp

give me i dener in speaking aml

alse give me knowledpe o wha e
the Fight people 10 spoak o help
O SoEmLnity .

“There A se many pewesful wom-
ping Uit il seares e a b0 Ll
it"s very inspiring a= well™

She says the
Abariginal
Isbander wormen the chanee W R
A unilicd voien.

summil will give

and Tarres Strail

=1 fewl that evervbaidy's gat Their

awn issies Thiad are happaning in
Thelr own cortimun ity [t a8 e el
ol e day, 1 ithink bl we' e similar

in what vur issses are and whal

newils mildressing,

| feel like |'ve been
steered by the
ancestors through my

career path
Emma Surmnes
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MATIONAL SUMMIT: Aboriginal community development officer Emma
Zumnar is off to Canberra, Pecture: Moslle Bobirge  woddnrm
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Support
for women

IMPROVING the lives of
Aborigines and  Torres
Strmight Islamders is the
woal ol Oxlum's annual
Talk Straight summit.

To b Iseld for the third
time this September 185
to 23, the Coanberro sum-
mit will inclucde  indig-
enous and Torres
Siraight Islander women
of wvaried apes, back-
wroumde and loeations,

Une such woman s
Hamilton Enst resident
Michelle Fodesdes.

}IL‘ Fi.H'J.l‘.‘JIJI.':‘ SYAs onee
of G2 women chosen sut
of humdreds,

Tm definitely cxrited —
my passian is b support
syoung peaple but in porfice-
ular, being Aboriginal noy-
=elf; to swpport Aboriginal
young people,” she aaid,

Mz Fodeades will hove
the opportunity to share
her insight with for In-
digenaus Aflairs minister
denmy  Macklin, deputy
apposition  leader  Julie
Bishop and Greens
spokesperson for Abori-
winal amd Torres Straib
Islameder issues senator

Rachel Siewert.

With a history of em-
powering young people,
M= Fodemdes i cortainly
an apt candidate.

The former White-
bridge High Schaosl
teacher now works ae the
program officer for
Healthy Scheols, Healthy
Future, a project  that
ilil:llﬁ ko r-l:d.un: ;FI1H.I]'i.i.I'IE.
drinking and  drog-use
ameng eenagers,

Tarpgeting 24 schools in
the  Hunter and  Mew
England megion, it aims
to foster well-being amd
sound  decision-making
by building resilience in
young people.

For the past six
mthe Ms Fodeades hag
trialled the program in
high schoals across the
reginn.

“Enhancing the experi-
ence of young Indipenous
people iz definitely a pri-
arity,” she said,

I hope tn| eneswre the
progriums pul in plae in
schools are culturally apprs-
priate and that Aboeiginad
students needs are nwet”



http://www.oxfam.org.au/straight-talk

MEDIA

AN
MONITORS

15/0972011
Page: 18

Mational Indigenous Times

Section: General News

Region: Malua Bay NSW Circulation: 10073
Type: Regional

Size: 17100 sgcms

Frequency: Fortnightly

62 women heading to Canberra for
some straight talk with politicians
Aboriginal

Women from remote communities, country
towns and big cities will meet with women
from all sides of politscs, including the Minister
for Indigenous Affairs, Jenny Macklin, Depaty
Orpposition Lmszlumlllll and G?rp

kesperson Torres Strait
?f]onnder I3swes, Smamsu' Rachel Siewert, to
fimd waye of working together to improve the
liwes of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peaples,

The 62 participants will bring  their
Commitment W sStronger  comamumities,

they

deeper understanding of the challenges facing
Indagenaus people

Oafam’s Straight Talk co-ordinator, Kammina
Nolan said the Strasght Talk participants were
an ingpiring proup of women working acfoss a
diverse mage of saves, using different woys o
change their commumities for the better,

“From hundreds of applicants we"ve selected
an outstanding group of women whe will sie
down with the politiclans whose decisions
impact their lves.” Ms Molan said.

“These women are already siriving for and
achieving change in their communities "

9 NEWS:

Thirty-two-year old  panbcipant, Carla

1% & Tormes Strai lslander Ii\-i.n‘

in Sydney’s inner- west, whose work has

included increasing the number of Indigenous

students completing high school and entering
umversily,

"For too long, the comversation between
Indigenous and non-Indigenous  Australians
has been dominated by the language of
disadvantage and  marginalisation.” Ms
MeGrath said. “We need o tell the stories
of excellence, success and resilience thai are
prevalent within our commundties ™

Meanwhile, 56-year-old Elame Kropinyeri
of Mount l:]am:s:er in _Srulrrm .g\mmlimhuae
greal-greal uncle, David Unad , AppeEars on
the Australion $50 note, wppﬂns Al.:bm'ig.iTH]
mple in the criminal justice systemn through

robe s Elder i the local Nunga Courn and
hass broken down barriers between police and
youths in her anea

She currently works with Aboriginal families
in |.'_r|';;i_: for Anglicare. "'l passionately feel that
prejudice is ignorance and that b
information .m{ education, barricrs :an“ﬁ
overcooe and bridges built towards mutual
respect and understanding.” she said

Straight Talk participants represest all
badgm&.aﬁmhn]awham:rphymu
histories,

Mz Nodan said the women would undertaks
an intensive program in Canberra before their
meetings with politicians, extending skills,
knvwledge and confidence 10 engage with the
political system to bring abous change.
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Indigenous women are ‘change makers'

Indigenous women are the change makers who will help close the gap of disadvantage
confronting Aboriginal people, a leadership forum has heard.

The annual Oxfam Straight Talk Summit has brought 60 indigenous women from across Australia, from
cities, the outback and the Torres Strait, for a week-long leadership program.

The participants will share their stories with female politicians and increase their understanding of how the
political system works.

Australia’s first indigenous federal MP Ken Wyatt told the women he hoped to see more Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people run for parliament and dreamed of one day seeing an indigenous prime
minister.

"One day | hope one of the faces in this room is sitting somewhere in one of the chambers of parliament,” he
said at Parliament House in Canberra on Wednesday.

The MP paid tribute to his mother and the indigenous women who had helped him on his journey.

"Never hold back, speak the truth that is your truth, speak what's in your heart with a combination of passion
and logic," he said.

Indigenous Affairs Minister Jenny Macklin told the women they were "change makers" in their families,
communities and workplaces.

Deputy opposition leader Julie Bishop said her favourite part of the program was chatting in her office with a
group of participants "laughing and crying" over shared experiences.

"Whatever challenges our nation faces, empowering women must be critical to the solution," she said.

Australian Greens senator Rachel Siewert told the women to follow the lead of big business and learn to
make the political system work for them.

"You need to learn how this place works so you know what buttons to press to get the decisions that you
need," she said.

Senator Siewert said politicians and indigenous women could learn from each other.

"There's awful long way to go ... we're a long way from joining the dots, so we need you here to tell us how to
do it," she said.

"It's important to have you here telling your stories to people in this place, (because) many people in this
place do not get out and hear the issues."
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Life’s ahout choices

says fearless mum

2y Megan Gorrey
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Stmight-talloer: Darmelle Teo & passonms sbaul doseg the pap between indipenous
and nan-indigenious Aisheabans. Picture: Lube: Fuda
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Torres News

CARLA McGrath, a Torres Strait Islander
living in Sydney’s inmer-west, won't take
secomd-best for an answer when i comes
to realising the full potential of Indigenous
petple

The 32-year-old is working to increase
the number of Indigenous stadents comple-
ing high schoal and entering university.

“For too long, the conversation between
Indagendus and non-Indigenous Australinns
has been dominated by the langouage of
disadvantage and marginalisation,” Ms
Medirath said.

“We need fo tell the stonies of excellence,
success and resilience thal are prevalent
within our communities.™

Mz McGrath is just one of 62 Aboriginal
and Torres Strail [slander women of all
ages and backgrounds who are meeting at
Parbiament House in Canberra this week
for Orefam's third annual Straight Talk
Summit.

Women from remote communities,
regional centres and cities will meet
with women from all sides of politics,
mcluding Minister for Indigenous Affairs
Jenmy Macklin, Deputy Opposition Leader
Julie Bishop and Greens spokesperson
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait [slander
lssues Senator Fache] Swewert, to find ways
of working topether to improve the lives
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples.

The participants will bring their
commitment [0 SIFORZET COMMERILIeS,
improvements in Indigenous health, and
concerns for young people to the ears of
politicians whom they hope will gain &
dupu‘r m'ulers'l:'rldiﬂﬂ af the challenges

OUR WORLD TODAY:

Reglon: Thursday lsland QLD Clreulation: 3000

AN 217092011
MEDIA MONITORS Secion: Caneral
Type: Reglonal
Slza: 218.00 sq.cms
Fraquancy: —W-—
Torres Strait
Islander women
talk straight at
Parliament House

facing Indigenous people.

Oxfam’s Straight Talk coordinator
Karrina Molan sawd the Straight Talk
participanis were an inspiring group of
women who used different ways to change
their communities for the betier.

“From hundreds of applicants we've
selected an tanding group of
who will sit down with the politicians
whose decisiens mmpact their lives,” Ms
Molan said.

“These women are already striving for
and achieving change in their communi-
ties.”

Elame Krepinyen of Mount Gambier in
South Australia, whose grest-great usche,
David Unaipon, appears on the Ausiralian
50 note, supports Aboriginal people in the
criminal justice system through her role as
Elder i the local Munga Court, and has
broken down barrsers berween police and
youths in her area,

The S6-year-old currently works with
Anglicare helping Aboriginal families in
Crisis,

“I passiomately feel that prejudice is only
ignomnce, and that by good information and
education, barriers can be overcome and
bridges built towards mutual respect and
understanding,” Ms Kropinyeri said.

Ms Molan said the women would
uwnidertake an mtensive program before
their meetings with politicians, cxtending
shalls, knowledge and confidence to engage
with the pelitical system e bring about
change,

The O summdl runs from Seplember
18-23 at Parlismeni House. Canberra,
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Change in the air for Indigenous
Published on 26/9/2011 by Suzanne Devonshire
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In a step towards closng the gap, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women last
week met with female politicians at Parliament houseto strengthen the bond between
women keen to change communitiesfor the better.

Hosted by Oxfam, the annual Straight Talk Summit brought together 62 Indigenous women
of different ages and backgrounds to share with politicians the issues affecting Indigenous
communities.

Torres Strait 1slander Carla McGrath, who works for the National Centre of Indigenous
Excellence, saw her participation in the summit as an opportunity to talk about the “culture
of low-expectation” she tries to combat in her work.

“It’s become away that wetreat our kids, but we have to make them see that they can do
whatever they want to do,” said Ms McGrath.

“They have the same capabilities as anyone else. In fact, they bring with them, as young
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, a uniqueness.”

“I wanted to talk to the parliamentarians about what their role might be in assisting us to do
that for our young people.”

Straight Talk Coordinator Karrina Nolan said the summit’ s participants were an inspiring
group of women working across a diverse range of issues.

“From hundreds of applicants we' ve selected an outstanding group of women who will sit
down with the politicians whose decisions impact their lives,” said Ms Nolan.

“These women are already striving for and achieving change in their communities.”
Ms Nolan said the participants would gain the confidence to engage with the political

system by talking to politicians, including Minister for Indigenous Affairs Jenny Macklin,
Deputy Opposition Leader Julie Bishop and Greens spokesperson for Aboriginal and Torres
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Strait |slander |ssues Senator Rachel Stewart.

Ms McGrath agreed that conversations with politicians had “demystified” the political
system.

“We' ve had the opportunity to meet with parliamentarians and talk to them about their own
lives, and find out things that are not part of their portfolio but just about them as women...
and just make that personal connection with another human being.”

“At the end of the day, they took their job for the same reason we took ours, to make
change.”

She said talking to fellow Indigenous women and building up a network of people with
similar aspirations had also been beneficial.

“It’ s been fantastic to sit down with other [Indigenous] women who share the same feelings
| do about making positive change in our communities,” she said.

“We have a varying range of experience so I’ve been able to learn awhole lot from the
women around me.”

Ms McGrath said the participants would benefit from seeing the work being done by fellow
Indigenous people in creating change.

“In coming together and talking about all the stuff we' ve done and achieved, there' s a sense
of pride in seeing that we are capable and we are making a difference.”
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Down to straight talk

Women connect to
discuss big issues

- DANIELLE LOWE

CHERBOURG elder Lilllan Gray has
worked hard to curb aleohol abuse and dom-
cslle violenee In her communily and last
weel she altended a summil in Canberra to
reach oul Lo female politicians.

s Gray attended the third annual Oxfam
Straight Talk Summit in which Indigenous
women from around the country share their
storics and bridge the gap belween Indige-
nis communities and politicians,

“Even al my age I'm still learning,” Ms
v said

“Iowas sooowonderfol 1o see soomany

voung, strong [ndigenous women at the

summil

“They show so much respeet Lo their el-
dlers but D ithink s time we stodod back anmud
listened more to the young people

“They are the fulure.”

While in Canberra Mse Gray had the
chanes (o meel Indigenous AlTairs minister
Jenny Macklin and said she now has a life
long frieml.

“We just elicked,” Ms Gray sald.

“We have 50 much in commaon T feel I've
known her forever.

“Its good to get to know paliticians on a
personal level and realise they are human
heings too.

“We're not only Indigenous women but
above all we're women of Ausiralia and it
doe=n't maiter your racial background.”

Tzsues raized during the summil varied
however Ms Gray said housing, homoloss-

G

ness, aleohol abuse and domestic violenes
were a commeon theme,

she said the biggest issue facing Cher-
PHOITE Was men's 1Ssues

“Cur men need help,” she said,

U1 am a strong advoeate for women and
children but in the last Few years Thave seen
the men struggling,

“There are nol enough resources to help
Lhem,” she said.

“They want to step up to the plate and
change but without resources I won'l hap-
e

She eriticised the strict aleohol resiric-
tions In place within her community and
zald =niffing was still a major issue in Cher-
hourg.

“A 1ol of people who are 2niffing do it he-
cause of deep irauma experienced in their
past,” Ms Gray said, “Others do it because of
peer pressure and we need (o address these
problems now.”

M= Gray said she would write to minister
Macklin in the nexl week and invite her (o
come to Cherbourg and have a look at the
communily lor herself.

She said she wouldn't atbend another
summitl but said she would encourage other
wamen in the community to go next vear.

“It’s very beneficial and our women ean
learn a lol from going,” she said.

“It was very educational and inspiration-

al.

Straight Talk 2011 Media Clippings. http://www.oxfam.org.au/straight-talk

e

16


http://www.oxfam.org.au/straight-talk

17

South Burnett Times

/AVA il
MEDIA MONITORS R b e e
Region: Kingaroy QLD Circulation: 6743
Type: Regional

Size: 351.00 sg.ems
Frequency: -T-—-F—

DOING IT FOR THE WOMEN: Cherbourg elder Lillian Gray attended the Oxfam Straight
Talk Summit in Canberra last week to discuss issues within her community and meet fe-
male peoliticians, Pheto: Daniglle Lowe/South Burnett Times
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Local in ACT
for Straight
Talk Summit

A TENNANT Creek
grandmother has
spent this week walk-
ing the halls of Par-
liament in Canberra
lobbying Federal poli-
ticians.

Joyce Taylor is one of 60
women from around the
country who have trav-

elled to the capital for
the Oxfam Straight Talk
Summit.

The annual event brings
the women face-to-face
with some of the most
powerful women in Par-
liament.

The event was opened by
Indigenous Affairs Minis-

ter Jenny Macklin, Deputy
Opposition Leader Julie
Bishop, and Greens Sena-
tor Rachel Siewert.

The three political forc-
s encouraged all of the
women to speak up, en-
couraging them to feel free
to broach controversial
topics.
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Joyce said she was
thrilled to be part of the
Straight Talk Summit and
was looking forward to
speaking up about what's
happening in the Barkly
and throughout the Ter-
ritory.

The third annual gather-
ing ends today.
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Yamatji woman joins indigenous panel

KIM KIRKMAN

NEWMAN'S Ruby-Lea Whithy
will join Aboriginal and Torres
Strait  Islander women from
across the country at Canberra's
Parliament House this week at a
summit to find ways of improving
the lives of indigenous people.

At Oxfam’s third annual
Straight Talk Summit, the &2
parficipants will bring their
concerns and comments to the
eirs of paliticians

Women from across Austealia
will mest Indigemous Affairs Min-
ister Jemnmy Macklin, Deputy
Opposition Leader Julie Bishap
and Greens spokesperson for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander lssues Senator Rachel
Siewert.
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Mz Whithy a Yamatii woman
originally from Meekatharra,
works as an Aboriginal health
worker at Newman's schools.

She balieves there 1s not encugh
education abount HIV and STIs.

“That's why [ wanted to get back
Into the workforee as an Abor
lginal health worker,” she said,

The next generation is a prior-
ity. “The main problems we have
here in Aboriginal communities
come down to aleohol rvelated
incidants.” she shid.

Ms Whitby recently formed a
group for Aboriginal health work-
ers and liaison officers emploved
v WA Country Health Service
which is meeting for the second
time this week.

“The problem that T have, being
an Aboriginal health worker, is
the lack of support we have,” she
=aid. “Mot only myself, it ks also-
Aboriginal health workers and
llafson officers throughout the
Pilbara. At §47,000 to §40,000, we
are the most underpaid Australia-
wide.”

The Aboriginal Action AfTirm.
ative group is for Aboriginal peo-
ple who are employed by WACHS.

Ms Whithy will alse continue
her campaign to have Section 100,
which charters the supply of
essential medicines to remote
area Aboriginal Health Services,
applied at Newman,
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Straight Talk Summit hears the voices of 60 female leaders

You are change makers

v women Are the change makers
whu help Close the Gap of dissdvantage

2 @ lesdershi
i

The annual Oxfam Siralght Talk Swmmit
bas brought 60 Isdigencous women from
across Australea, from cities, (B owback &nd
the Torres Strait, for a week-long leadership
program.

The participants shared their stomes with
female politicians and had the chance o
mncreasz their understanding of how the
political system works.

Australin’s first Indigepous Federal MP,
Ken Wyatt told the women be boped o s
more Aboriginal and Torres Straif Islander
prople nn for parlisment and dreamed of one
day sesing am Indigenous Prime Minister

“(ine day | hope one of the faces in this room
is siffing spmewhere in one of the chambers of

liament,” be said a1 Parliament House in

amberra.

The MP paid tribute to his mother and the
Imdapenous worsen who hid helped him on his
journey.

“Mever hold back. Speak the tnath thar is
your truth. Speak what's I your beant with
a combination of passion and logic." he ssid.
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Indigenaus Affairs Minister, Jenny Mecklin
nodd the women they were “change makers™ in
sheir families, communities and wordoplaces

Diepaty Opposition leader, Julie Bishop said
ther favourite part of the program was chanting
in her office with a group of participams
‘laughing amd crying' over shared experbences.

“Whatever challenges our natom faces,
CMprwEring women mast be critical o the
solution,” she said.

Australiam Greens Senator, Rachel Siewernt
sodd the women to follow the lead of big
busimess and learn to make the palitical system
work for them.

“You need o learn how this place works
=0 you know what buttons to press to ge the
decisions that you need,” ghe said,

Semator  Slewert sald  politicians  and
Indigenows women could learn from each
ather

“There"s awlul boag way 1o go. We're a lang
way from joining the dots, so0 we need you
Mhere to tell us how o do e she said.

“It"s impodtant 1o have you bere telling your
stores 10 people in this place, because many
people in this place do not get out and hear
bt jsdwes "

B.{l.fm LRt Strabght Talk participants Gabrislls Abanz-Shdga, L

Whitty. Front row L-R: Straight Talk lead facilitator Michelle Deshong, Minister hr Inﬂy!rmanlﬁ
Jeniry Macklin and participants Mancy Swaenay and Lillam Gray. Imaged Anna ZThi'ChfamALS

TopyTight Agency Lid (CAL) Nosnoed copy
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The women tell it straight about the troubles at home

Lillinn Gray has spent decades working in
her Queensiand community of Cherboarg
to curh systemic alcohol abuse and family
Inreakdowns.,

The 63-year-ald support worker was one of
6l Indigenous women who went to Canberra
io fell Indigenous Affalrs Minister, Jemny
Macklin and 26 other female parliamentanans
what she believes is kalling her community.

While the sammit was femalesariented, Ms
Gray, who mans a program that takes families
away on holidays in an environment where
there is no acosss 1o alcohol or drogs, said
men deaperately needed more support.

*] am a strong advocate for women and
whildren but in the lasi few years I've seen the
men struggling. They 1ack the resources,” she
said.

She criticised the sinet aleohol restrictions
in place within her community, saying che
could not even keep the bottle of wine won
by her father in & foothall championship in her
hemee,

Joyee Dimer, a 57-year-ald social workes
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By Lauren Wikon from The Australian

from Busbary |n Western Australin, said
she hoped the female paslizmentarians who
attended the two-day summit would do
more 10 encourage grassrools leadership in
Indigenous communibies.

“Wie still have a long, long way o go,” she
said. Ms Dimer said parliamentarians needed
10 make themselves more visible o remaote
communities that struggled b commect (o e
paliical system

Cme of the younger delegates at the forum,
32-year-old Carla McGrath, who is business
mianager for the Mational Centre of Indi genous
Excellence in Sylney’s inner-city Redfem,
said she hoped the summit would encourages
mide positive conversations betaeen political
and community leaders .

“1 hope the female politicians will have
] pqlsil:i\'e interaction  with Indigenous
Australian women and | hope having that will
change their mind about what they think =
possable for our communities,” she said,

21

From left to right: Straight Talk participants Lilllan Gray and Joyce Taylor meet with Senator
Penmy ‘'Wong at Parliament Howse in Canberra. Image Anna ZhuCefamaLls,
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Women power!

Straight Talk Summit was a
privilege and it was valuable

I was privileged to be ome of more than
1°1] [nﬂﬂull women from aroand the
eountry ut this year's Oxfam's Straight Talk
smmmit.

Indigenous women came from places far
away to meet in Canberra. They came from
Halls Creek in Western Australia, Thursday
[sland in Chasensland and Hobart, Tasmanks 1o
name & few.

We yarmed abowt our Communitees, learnt
mee ahout the Australian political system and
forged new friendships which 1 am sure wall
comtinue for a long time,

I Lwaghed, yamed and coed with the
debegates when they told stories of life in their
odommuniises, which resonsted with me when
reflecting upon the issues facing Indigenous
peaple in Morth Queensland.

I asked one lady from La Perouse in Sydney
whaal il meant to be part of the summal and ber
comments pretty much summed up the feeling
for a 1ot of us.

“Tt gives me & sense of belonging and
kncraing we aren’t alone in rving our hardest
o make good changes,” she said,

I heard from goest speakers, sirong
Indigenous women trailblazers, bailding upon
the legacies of the strong Indigenous Women
who have come befuore them,

Hearing stories  from Monica Morgan 2
Yortn Yoria woman and Tammy Solomec a
Myakina women has mspired me 0 conlinws
an my joumey in assisting Indigenoas Wamen
Leaders i nonh Queensland.

Tammy talked about her personal challenges

hﬁcli.alec ‘Watsom,
a Ghungunji  womah
from  Yarrabak, has

i the MNafional

ndigenons  Times &s

our
covering  mews  and
evemts im narth
Queensland.,  Michelle
attended  the  Crncfam
-Si.rd%ll Talk Susmumit
In Canherra as a
ml.ltlldhtf

des an imsight into 8=
and how it made her persevere to become a
human rights lawyer in Westem Australia,

[ was captivated by her resilience to continue
her studies whilst juggling two children as
@ single mother and trying o stay on track
struggling with depression. Hearing Tammy's
stores has reinforced my commaitment 1o
COMfinee on my joumey.

Ofam organised meetings with Women
from all sides of politics, | enjoyed this
aipporiunsy 0 ohserve, meed aml hear from
Minister, Jenny Macklin and Liberal Deputy
Uippositzon Leader, Julie Bishop. Julie Bishop
ended ber welcome o the delegates with this
encodragement “this is your lime © make
change"

This statement and the sumeit  iself
reinforced that message for me in pamicalar
and | am sure for all the women anending. It
has certainly inspired me in my vision 1o assist
Indigenous women in mosth Quesnslard to

Bemd in the conversations for change.
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We don’t need the poisoned chalice

Michelle

WATSON

I am fascinated by the world of politics
becamse of its intnguing dynamics and shiftmg
dimenzions. In particular, | oy 1o keep abresst
with as mwuch as pﬁ;‘ib}g the political twists
and twrns of Abongmal and Torres Strait
Islanders affairs. | admiftedly do not possess
any academic qualificaions o political

Monetheless, [ am &
citizen of Avstralia. 1 oo
have the right like other
citizenms 0 comment  of
political agendas including,
i pantbculsr, those matbers
affecting  Abariginal  and
Torres Straat Lslander
peoples, especially women
and chaldren.

Raised o respect  my
Ebders, | was taaght what
was right amd was wrong
under protocols governing
auar culturml existence and
Mace of being. My Mother,
Flo  Watson  regularly
reminds me “Michelle you
anly have the right oo talk
on behall of Indigenous
women within the region
of Morth Queensland (with
dheir sapport to do so). .
Michelle you shouldn't
e so amogant to think
you can talk on behall af
all  Indigenous  women
{throughoat Australia)”.

Ax such, in accordamce
with owr protocols, my
commentary is subject to the
upmos scraliny by many
ather Indigenous women
living in Monb Queensland
hefore  gaining  public
releass.  Motwithstanding,
I willingly accept any
criticism directed at me by
others after poing to peint
and will stand comected
when found wrong with the
facts.

Leaming the facts about
politics  and sherimg  this
information  wath  other
Indigenous  women  who
alssy want to understand
things like the difference
berween State and Federal
governments, sbout “spin-
doctorsg’ and why it takes
s0 long W implement the
decisioms by Govemmenis,
I think this is oennipotent
1o making transformational
leadership &  successful
approach towards
OVETCOMINg prolonged
dsadvantage impacting
on  Imdigemous  women,
especially in  rural  and
TEmate COMIMuRILes.

Togetber, we, Indigenaus women must take
2 stance by comtrolling our futures. Building
& bank of knowledge about the machinery of
government and realms of political dimensions
that profoundly impact om our lives is am
eagential part of this process. Undoing the
perceptions and truth behind the *poiscned
chalice” may appear to be also profound.
Regardleas, within the context of choice for
Indigenous Aunstralinns, it is worth exploring
what this achaally mesns.

Terms such as deficit model, disadvantage,
dysfunctional,. nutesl cbligstion, reciprocity,
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solution brokerage anid
mtervenlion  compure  negative
thoughts that something is terribly
wroag amd bad. 1 remember
reading a mewspaper article
aboait the appointment of a new
Minister for Aboriginal and Torres
Struit  Islander  Affairs  being
described by & polnical reporter
a5 the inheritor of the “Poisoned
Chalice”". Searching the internet,
Wikipedia ~ defines  “poisoned
chalice = applied 10 a thing or
sifution which n s i hu:gu:uud
when it s recelved or experienced
by somenne, but then becomes or
i Fovand v b b

Dioes this mean that the alfars

afl Aboriginal and Tomes Strait

Islander peoples are bad and empestucus?
Canversely, the affairs of Aborigina and
Torres Strait Islander peoples are good and
peaceful? Whichever polemic stance is aken
on these guestions, the stigma of the *Poisoned
Chalice” is appropriate. 1n my view, Ministerial

portfolio responsibilites for Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander affnirs s ot sbout
providing chodces but abowt determining what
15 the best approach to ‘finding solutions 1o
the problems', Cuoting the follvwing wonds
“Newver tempt me with your vanities! What you
affer me is evil. Drink the poason yourself™
Witk never & choice for the peoples of the First
Mations,

Choice is about the power of selecting what
is the hest, wonthy of being chosen, excellent
and supenor. Choics for peoples of ihe First
Mations was never an option. Many of the
First Natioms choose to fight the invading
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immigramts and eventually swccumbing o
the only option, life under the gaver of the
‘Paisomed ice'. Ower 213 years later the
choice for Indigenous Awstralians remaens
limited. This is particularly so im rural and
remyate  communities  where  Indigenous
women are powerless to make chobces for
the betermest of their children and their
COmmunity.

Dominstion by the invading immigrants
ensured there were no choioes for the peoples ol
the First Mation. Liberation froem the occupying
immibgrasils was no longer an option. Farcibly
removed to live in reservations, missions,
compounids, holding centres, which, otherwise
best described as *prisons’ where chobces these
days are greater tham those afforded to the
peoples of the First Nations by the invading
immigranis. From ovet o covert conversion
befits the domineering views to dismis any
notion of accepting what has been done and
trning it around by swddenly becoming the
‘ex| "io address the prolonged disadvaniage
of Indigenous Australians,

The 'Closing the Gap' speech in February
2011 by the Prime Minster of Awstralia, the
Honourable Julia Gillard MP called for changes
in behaviour of Indigenous Australians by
anmancing “'A call o every person, o every
Family, i every communily.. 1o take care af
your children.. to take a job when you find
o, Ao creabe & safe environmend.. b send
your kids o school, pay your rent, save up
for & bome...to respect good social nomms
anid to respact the lew. 1o reach oul to other
Australians”,

1 dov mot consign myselfl nor do 1 swoop 1o
toadying values which appear to be espoused
by the Prime Mindster in a speech which gives
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us liele hope, cemainly nothing inspirational
and totally misses the paint. “Hebubting the
Myths' abour Indigenous peoples  within
conempamry Australian society is a much
betier slarting point than a deficit model absent
af chiice

Government specific programs and services
for Indigenous people in rural amd remote
communities are nod abowt giving people any
wchiice. Life in remode and naral communities
ns about making do with what i avalable.
“There is po other chodce.

A strong  Indigenous  woman  from
Kowanyama referred o life in rural and remote
communifies as like “camp dogs fighting aver
e bome™. The highly regarded woman slways
ks the question “Michelle when will we get 2
choice™. An outsider may make an observation
bt Indigenous people do have the choice and
'ﬁﬂumhlﬂwﬂrmmmlyinmhﬁf
a benter life for themselves and their children,
Extreme views labelled thess communities as
‘cultural museums’. Motwithstanding, these
mural and remode communities now provide

the cultural safety zone where Indigenous
people can ly call ibelr place their
home,

With 1he permission of Dr Kemry
Arabena the following is an extract from
a Discussion Paper “Implementing the
Gender Equity principle in the Maticnal
Congress of Australia's Frst People” states
that =, to schieve gemnder equity through
strategies that require men amd women 10
work wgether in search of solutions and
in ways that emcourage motual respect
and trust'" and that “BEgquality berween
men amd women, gemder equality, entails
Ihe concept that all human beings, both
mien and women, are free to develop their
personal abilities and make choboes without
the limitations set by stereoiypes, ngid
gender robes and prejudices™. 1 believe this
quode clearly anticulates the aspects which
perhaps by omission are salient polsis
missing from the anfortonate “Closing
the (Gap’ speech delivered by the Prame
Mimsser of Australia at the beginning of this
year. There are many obstacles in the way
o schieving transformationsl leadership
for Indigencus women. Best described as
Machiavellian, actions by Indigenous men
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agamst Indigenous women, whether Family
wisdence or lateral wislence, ane destructible
and soul-searching for Indigenous women
wanting o know why these actions
continue to occuar.  Defined in the Oxford
English Dictionary as “the employment
of cumning amd duplicity in statecraft or
in general comduct”, Machiavellianism iz
alsn a term that some social and personality
paychologists use to descrbe & person's
tendency to deceive and manipulate other
people lor their personal gain. Narcissism
often  meEans _ inflated s:I'F-impm't_.lnn.-.
opolism, vanily, conceil, of  simphe
selfishness,

Tramsformational  leadership 8 pot
about imposed limitations but how  the
majority of people, both women and men,
can work together to find solations and in
doing 80 make their own choices. Healing
will play an integral part of this process.
Kathi Gibson from Hopevale, Queensland
wrote “We need o be recognised and start
making those around w8 sccountable for all
the hurt, ignorance, pain and suffering us
wamen constandly endured. . women all
over Australia achieving our goals without
prejudice and fear”

I guote April Weston “When we realmze
that we always bave cholos — no matter
how out of control things may seem - we
suddenly find that we no lomger feel helpless,
bat empowered”. Transformational
leadership  for Imdipemous women is

therefore about inspiring and  infuwencing
Indigenous women's fapores. Making chodces
for the fishure is now and we the Indigenous
women are not helpless 1o do so.

Indeed, we now have the dmiw:b; refusing
o drink from the “Polsosed Chabice™.

Michella Watson is a Ghungunjl woman
from Yarrabah. She is a mother of three and
[Director for the North Queensland Indigenous
Mmhbﬁm!hkm
about giving a wolce to women from Cape
York.
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for you to talk to us as well as for us io talk to
you about the way we both do thangs.

I think we all know thai we've got io grow
and bearn together. The old ways often bave
to be pat aside so that we can figure out mare
productive and more effective ways that we
can work iogether,

1 know that we've got some [anbastic

exampbes here and people that you're going to
hear from,
People who are already leaders in their

communities, people who are part of our new
Mational Congress for Australia’s First Peoples,
50 make sure you take the opportumity o hear
about their experience and take what they can
give you back to your bome towns.

From the Govemnment's point of view | do
want to really reinforce how much we want to
continue this work with women both locally as
well as nationally and mternationally.

We've got some people here today who
are also contributing @ the intemnational level
and ["ve gof this wonderful guode from Jahma
Codar, part of the Australian delegation 1o the
UM Commission on the Status of Women.

Jahna went to New York earlier this year and
she said:

“As5 | shared my wiews, | sat and pictured the
peadie on the Faces of my Elders and Ancestors
before me. How hard they fought for justice,
equality and scceptance.

What a history and journey that has now led
to me, & amall town country woman sifting in
b Unided Nations m Mew York, shanng sdeas
on how 1o better the futare for all Australia."

S0 if 1 can say to you as another small
town country woman from & different pant of
ﬁmhﬁl,ywmdu:il. You can do it wherever
you"re from, whatever your background, You
o0 can go o Mew York, You oo can come
intn the Fedemal Parliament and make a
contribusion,

Through our Indigenous women's program
we're really pleased w0 be supporting
communities right seross the country in very
practical ways and we're always looking for
new ways o do that. Please share your ideas
with me for those of you whis are coming o

Mational Indigenous Times
281092011

Page: 30

Sactlon: General Naws

Reglon: Malua Bay MW Clrculation: 10075
Type: Reglonal

Slze: 242.00 ag.cms

Frequency: Fortnightly

Page 2013

see me, but alse with the
deparimental stalf who are
heere foday.

To wse just one example.
we've got from the porth-
west coast of Tasmamia the
fantastic example of an
Indigenous woman usang her
own experience of prison
o help young peaple whoe
are at risk of entering the
jodicial system.

Things like that that can
really help us fgure ot
hiawe 10 better suppost people
om the ground, building on
your experience inm  your
comamAnities,

We're wanting to do this
at the national level as well.
making sare thal woamen’s
volces are heard through
the MNational Aboriginal
and Tosres Strait Islander
Women's Alliance, 1 know
there are women here who
are part of that Alliance.
Keep being strong through
the Alliance, keep your
vaices coming through.

W were very pleased o
announce the maney for
that Alliance: ab this Summit
last year and that money s
making sure that you are
able o come together as a
group of women and really
be a cohesive and strong
force.

Alsn make sure that you
foed imto those  women
whi are participating ot the
imternatsomal bevel.  Make
sure they hear what you
have 10 say, the Esues you
wanit spoken abouat,

The neal message 5 thal your voboes do
matter. They do matter, Things that yow sant
B sy ey rrafber.

I've just spent a lot of time on the ground in
the Monbern Terriory as pan of our thinking
#o baiild stronger futures for Aboriginal people
there.

A bot of time sitting on the grourd talking
with people about what's important 10 them.
The message, especially from women, young
WD, M, . who've really sat
down and talked with me has been exactly
what | think many of yoa will say o me as
well

Wbt we wanl 15 the best chance for our kids
o get A gread education. We want them o be
at school. We want them to make sure they re
able io goon and get a decent job, We want in
rake sind ey e growang ap safely, that they
have a decent home 1o live in. And they also
1o say 1o me over and over agan, yes, we want
these things, we want these things passionately
far our children, but we also want them to grow
up part of our sirong cultare. Part of oar culture
that contimues o be stroag in each and every
ane of our communities. And it's not thar any
one of these isawes ks more of less imporiant.
We want these issues 1o be dealt with together
&0 that our children do kave a stronger future.

Of coumse b get that message across you need
a strong voice. You need a srong voice in your
own communities. You need a strong voice on
the national stage and the Intemnational stape.
Plaase use your strong vodces. Make sure you
take this opportunity that's here with you woday
Iﬂ-gell]'ul message across 0 all of us who also
come 10 this with a very open beart and a very
open mind.

Thank ymus 5o much for comdng and we
look forward w a very, very productive time
mgether

Thank you.

Jenny Macklin is the Federal Minister for

Farndlies, Housing, Community Services and
Indigenous Affairs
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WATSON

Just the other day, | was sitbing beside
& young overssas siudent on oo Gight froms
Sydney to Caims when she poliely asked
shoul Aborigimes and where they lived, She
had beem in Sydeey for a momh leaming
English and wented fo know more about the:
Aborigines, She was Bying porth o meet the
real Aborigines. She was especially excited
abioul meetmg the Abonigine women

The visiting stadent , & qualified weacher back
in Chermany explained in good English that she
b rescarched the soan on her laptop and was
confused by what she had foand. Oither
words such as Indigenous. Identity,
Abarigimality and  Koorie ap-pemd
before her inguirimg eyes. [ tried 1o
clarify her muddled confusion bat only
adding more o her puzzlement by the
bemused expressions on her face. In
the persod of ) days living in Sydney
amed travelling throughous Bew South
Wales, the welcome tourist did not get
the opporunity o meet any pooples of
the First Mations. Admittedly, | too was
somewhat bemused, then the penny
dropped.

Using English com defines the idiam:
“The penny dropped” as ‘when l;hepenny
drops, someone belatedly understands
something that everyone else has long
since understood”.
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The penny has dropped or has it really?

While the Uerman teacher may no
understapd the wee of this idiom, oar
brel exchange betwesn two women
of differing culres ded serve 10
exemplify the ugly truth of Australia and
perpetuation of the mistaths about the
peoples of the First Nations, Otherwise,
how inconvenient the truth? How many
of the thousands of visitors to Awstralia
each year depart without gaining an
understanding of the First Australians
ar achually meeting an  Indigenous
Australian and recognizing the myriad
of identities?

My youngest daughter came home one
day oo tell me that her teacher said that
“alll Aborigines came from Papua Mew
Guinea'. This wis in the 2006. Surely
after wears of educational reform that
Aboriginal and Torrss Streait 1slander
Australians were at least mow widely
recognized i curriculum s the First
Awstralians. Az the tme 1 reflected on
Just how little progress had been made
since my days st school when taught that
Captain Cook discovered Australin

I comtacted the school the very next
day and made an appointment o meel
with the teacher. T followed up my
comviction by asking the Principal to
allow me to glve a presentation to the
students 1o celebrate NATDOC week, |
was knocked out by the comment of one
of the susdents wha said “all Aborigines
were extinet”.

Extinction of the Aborigines was the
premise of the frst piece of legishtion
in Queensland, Anno Sexagesimie Primo
Victoriae Regmae No 17 *A Bill w
make Provision for the betier Protection
and Carz of the Aboriginal and Half-
Caste Inhabitants of the Colony, and
o meke more effechaal  Provision
for Restricting the Sale and Distribution of
Cpimm”.

The Ql-msll-ld Government's history site
reads, " As fears were expressed that Abonginal
Pﬂﬂph in CQueensland faced extinction,

the Governmesi resolved to establish new
govermmentsl reserves b0 accommodate the
remaining tribes throughout the Seate, In 1897,
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the Aboriginal Protection  and
Bestriction of the Sale of Opium
MAct was passed, authorizing the
removal of Aborigmal people o
reserves’, Modably, these powers
of removal did not discontinue
until 1571,

Perhaps the German stadent may
have also found the Queensland
Government's site: Queensland s
History on  Indigenous peopls,
A learmed reader wouald quesison
the walidity of thiz information,
Nonetheless, 1 must quote It is
difficalt 10 keow precisely when
the Aboriginal people first arrived
in Queenstand. The aral tradition

of Aboriginal people, passed down

through miyths and lepends of the
Dreaming, . there are differing theories as o
how Absriginal habitation occurred”.

Arguably  these  words  supgest  that
cthaocentricity and homogeneity remaing the
prevailing view. In my view this clearly reads
that the peoples of the First Natoas were all
the same of one groap and like the invading
immigrants they must have arrived from
ourskle.

Ahariginal women doabsare 8 common legacy
of dispossesaon, d.ii.pgrsal and F':‘I":"#d
disadvantage. Asother common legacy is that
Abosiganal women, especially living in rural
and remote communities can tell you with pride
the mame of their Mation(s) and boundaries
defining their Natson(s) within the area of land

5 CONEXKL, most :mfﬂm a3 Tar the
German visitor like so many behr:d after,
is that the plethora of misinformation and
deceiving writien fabrications are abound,

An official website which appesrs on the
first page when searching the key noun was
not available o the German visior, In e
meantime, waw CreativeSpirits com.an looks
about the closest gite [ found in my search
which provides information to visitors from a
visitor's insaghl as well as rebutting the many
prevailing myths about Indigenous Australians,

The German vasitor asked me whether |

owned a didgeridoo. By this stage of our
conversation, | was exhansted and politely sawd
e without giving an explanation as o why not.
The mext question was about the name of the
artist who designed the print on the QANTAS
umiform. | polilel]' replied that 1 do not know
&l the moment and nor did the flight atendan
sitting across the aisle from us. Maybe at this
stage of our conversation the German visibor
ithought ‘wiat sort of Aborigine woman s
thix?

Mo matter how much T eried 1o explain that
1 was a Murri women from North Queenstand
not 8 Koori woman from Mew South Wales
wis | unahle to convince her of my identity.
1 anempted to explain the diversity of
Indfigencus Australlin and that we were mot
all the same. Our protocols determined that |
could not talk on behalf of other Abariginal
people from differmg Seates and Territoses of
Australin who identified themselves such as
Koon, Goori, Palawa, Nunga, Nyungar and
Yalnga.

Decading not to confuse the German visitor
anymore | wanted o explain that the
of the First Nations identified themselves by
their mation (25 well as clan group) and while
in Cairns she may meet people from the Yidini
Mation, the Ghungunji Nation, the Idinji
Mabom, the Tjapukai Mation, the lrukandiju
MNatiom and 50 an,

Perhaps in hindsight 1 couald have wsed an
analogy of iouring Europe and mesting people
from many différesl nabions. Then agaan this
may have been oo complicared not only for
the Uerman vistar bat as [ have found this
is also the case for ‘Dinky Di' Awstralians.
Speaking the tnuth and whal is true blue may
have two different meanings. * You know what
I mean".

After anending the Oxfam’s Straight Talk
smmmit  involving 62 Indigenous  women
from the many First Mations participating in
2 week long series of activities involved with
the machinery of the Australian Government,
the high level conversation with the German
visior was purely coincidental .

The inspirational talk by the Hon, Jenmy
Mackhin MF, the Federal Minaster for Families,
Housing., Community Services and Indigenous
Alfairs, was timely. The Minister's words echo
in my thoaghts ‘10 get the message across you
need 8 SIMOng VOR0E N yOUr OWN Cammumifies,
you need & strong woedce om national and
meemational slages. . please wse your strong
vosces'. These words complement the move
wwards  trunsformational  |eadership  for
Imdapesous wormen by inspirng and influencing
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NI pesces of legislation..

Page 3ot 4

Jdoumd o

The Hoa. Linda Burney, Depaty
Leader of the Opposition, New Soath
Wales wrote 'Being Aboriginal s not
the coloar of your skin or how broad
yous nose is, It i8 a spimeal fesling,
an identity you know in your heart., It
i5 & unique feeling thar is difficult for
nan-Abariginals to fally undesstand’.
These words and the meamings hehimd
these are in my opinion, & tres reflectson
of the situation Faced by Aboriginal
and Torres Strait [slander peaples on &
daly basis in comtemporary Aostralinn
sogiery

[ iy it weimt 10 get ingoa philosophical
dehaie on this sabject. Howewver,
this may b an understatement. The
recent Federal Count ruling may spark
comicderable national debate. T am not
surprised by the recent news surrounding
the Federal Court ruling which frand o
have conmavensd Section 13C of the
Racial Diserimmation Act 1975 (Cti)
Noawithstanding, this Act of Parliament
gave effect o Australia’s obligation
under the Intemational Convention on

bess than 67 different defimitions of
Aboriginal people’. It is interesting o
read The Research Mate in its entirety
o understand the necessity of definition
for detersumning  eligibility (descent,
self-identification  and  commuanity
I'bEDE,lIIID‘ﬂ.} Howewver, I makes you
wopder for a moment or twoo and
then you realize what this means for
Indigeraus women, especially in rural
and Femmane COMMUNEIES.

1 may be emomenus in saying that
Indigenous men of a different ik cannot
fAippantly refer o Indigenoas women as
“non-Indigencus Aboriginals” because
the women no longer live in roral
and remate communities. Indigenous
Australians, both women and men, do
share a comman legacy over the past
213 years howewer we stll identify
with our own nations, especially ous
semse of belonging and our cultoral
ways. ldentity remains an issoe we
must prowdly upbold if ransformational

leadership for Indigenous women is o
succend.

32

the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Indeed, the penny dropped.
Discrimination. Michelle Watson is a3 Ghungunji woman
Parliament of Australia Parliamentary from Yarrabak. She is a mother of three and
Library Rescarch Mow 18 2000201 Director for the North Queensland Indigenous
enlitbed “The Definition of Aboriginality” Women's Leadership Centre. She |5 passionate
refers to the begal historssn  John about giving a volce to women from Cape

MeCorquodale ‘In his analysis of over York,
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Elverina Johnson from Yarrabah in north Queensiand with Hon Linda Bumey . Flle image.
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Women get the
Issues straight

HICOLA KALMAR

DERBY woman Winifred Taylor has
a dream to help establish a network.
i ‘A to help indig-
ome challenge

palitical figures and tackled
lssues and discussed challenges
aced by indlgenous people in Aus.

Since g lawnch in 2008, the surm
mit invites hundreds of women
avery year from remote communi.
ties, country towns and big cities fo
raise issues with members of parlia-
ment and create long term solutions,

M= Tavlor who works ona Preven.
tion Diwversion progeam for West
Kimberley Youth Justios Sery
waid ghe raigesd several iss0es 153
the weelk:lang summit, inchwling do
mestic vi ee, aleohol and drog
abnse, She said she was surprised 1o
f ome of these kssues weren't lso-

Derhy woman Winifragl Taylor,
1d the summit pros Pictire Hicoka Kalmar

oppartunity o

pon her return to the Kimberdex
Ms Taylor said she was left fe

I
FACLS Women,

¢ o the opportunily 19 attend
nexl yeat

ing youth, had been “blownaway” by difference w5
thie waung warnen who stbended the  joining committess and h
summit day to reunite with all te we
“We n he community toeallow  she met last moatl ok
Ik alongside s and inmawative  hom
l fi maen in WA
Territory

Wiy

Topyright Agency Lid (CAL) Noenced copy Ref: 00115158
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Change-makers...

INDPGENOLIS wamen are the

‘changa makars” wha will help

close the gap of disadvanage

conlrorting Absriginal pesple

a leadarship farum has heard

Tha third annusl Cefam

Siraight Tl Summil lest month brought 60
Indigenaws women from across Austraka,
from cities, the outback and the Tormas Strai,
for @ weak-long leadarship program.

Thea participarts shared thes slones wilh
famate poliicians and increased their
understanding of haw tha political systam
WS,

Ausiralia’s first Indigenous Fni‘.laru Lireeer
Housa MP, Ken Wyatt, fold tha womaen be
haped o sea mora Aboriginal and Toimes
Sarait Islander peopla run lor pariameant and
draamed o one day sesing an Indgenous
prime minisbar

“One day | hope one of the laces in this
roam is sifing somewhens in one of he
chambers of parkament,” ha told Summitesrs

Thiz MP paid tnbuta o his mathes and tha
Indigencus women who had halped him on
his joumey.

“Mever hold back, speak the fruth that is
your buth, speak what's in your heart with a
combination of passion and logic,” he =aid.

Indigenawes Affairs Minister Janny backlin
1old tha woman they wera ‘changa makers'in
their famikas, communitias and workplaces.

Depuly Opposition Leader Julie Bishop
said her favowibe part of the program was
chatting in her office with a group of
partizipants 'laughing and crying’ ower shared
aaperiencas. “Whatever challenges our
nation {eces. empowaring women must be
crtical o e salution,” she sad

Australian Greens senator Aachel Siewar
ol fha women bo foliow the lead of big
business and learn i make the palitical
systam work for them

“¥ou naed o learn how this place warks
B you kntw whal buttans bo press 1o gat the
decisions that you need,” sha said.

Sanatar Siewert said politicians and
Indigenous woman could learn from aach
oiher. "Thare's an awiul kang way 1o ga .
wa'ne & long way from joinng the dats, 5o we
reerd you era &0 el us how 1o do &,° she
s

“M's imponiant 1o have you hare teding
your Stovies b peopke in tis placa,
(bacawsa) many pecple in this place do

not get out and haar the issues,”

Amongst tha diversa group were: B3-yeaar-
old Cherbourg woman's and children's
afvacale Lilian Gray; Bunbufy social warker
Jayce Dimar; Carla MceGrath, business
managar for the Natianal Cantra of
ndigenous Excellencs in Redfarn; Sydrnmy-
based Gumbaingirr woman and &bariginal
cultural haritaga researchar Kaiya Doncvan,
Nparrindjari-Kaurna grandmathes Emma
Surnner, who works with Atanginal carers,
grandparents, and thair famdlies b gain befier
o0esS to sarvices, infomation and
coungeling,; Brisbane-based single mum, Oid
Council of Bacial Sarvice project suppart
officer and social justice advocate Katie
Lowah Bond; and Yuin-Lasrakia woman and
Deparimant of Healih and Ageing Indigaraus
Pagr Support Les Jand.

Chefam Australia advocacy manager Jo
Prida =aid the Straight Talk paricipants wene
an inspiring group of women working across
a range of issues, using diffarent ways o
changa their communibes for the batier.

“One thing they have in comman is a
commitment b bring about change,” she
sand. “Many of the woman coming along ara
already running successhul intsatives, inom
supporting young people, 1o working 1o
chamge the way sducation is delivered in
communities

“Thare are woman wha are locusad on
housng and emgloymeant or working as
haalth practitioners, counselors, ar culiumal
ooardinatars, Straight Talk is also an
oppartunity 1o share thesr succassas and
challenges with aach ather.” - Wi A48
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Joyee Dimer (Bunbury, WA), Carla McGrath (Sydney, NSW) and Lillian Gray
(Cherbourg. Gid) wers among 60 Indigenous woemen who teok part in Oxfam's third
annual Strakght Talk Summil at Parlament House in Canberra. Newspix image
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Women share stories

ALICIA BRIDGES

EUNUNURRA woman  Ruth
Abdullah kas returned from Uhe
Oxfam Straight-Talk Summit
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander women with a fresh
perapective and an umlerstamd
ing of Federal Pardiament.

Ms Abdullah was one of 62
women from all over Australia
wha participated in the event,
which provided an opportunity
for them to raise their local con-
cerns with politicians

Before wvisiting Parliament
House in Canberra, the women
had an opportunity to discuss
thedr individeal stories and dif-
fering culhural backgrounds.

Mz Abdullab sakd some of the
younger delegates who grew up
in cities were intrigaes] by her
mare irsditional childhood.

“Bome of them shared their

knowlesdge and asked us a bot of
yuestiong about all our experi:
ences and our history  and
{being) part of the Stolen Gener-
ation,” she said,

“The city is so completely dif
ferent to usout in the Kimbe ey
here Some of them had lost
their identities in the cithes.

"They only know a certain
amount of their history or their
background. We just fold them
all purs,

"Soma of (their stories) were
really moving, they were crying
because it brought up a lot of
things that they never thought
e

After they were introduced,
the women spent two days at
Parliament House, where they
saw Pederal minksters discuss-
ing the carbon tax and immigra-
thon during question time.

Ms Abdullah said her meeting

with Deputy Opposition Leader
Julbe Bishop was a highlight of
e trip.

“It was a gateway for Abor-
iginal and Torres Strait lslander
waormen oo because Julie Bishop
sabd they didn’t have a chance to
listen to people ... and all the
issues from aroumd Australia,”
ghe said.

“All those things they hear
and read but they never have 1t
given to them straight out.”

Mz Abdullah said some of the
summit participants would con-
fimse o meet in the fetare,

Oafam Strabght-Talk co-ordi-
nator Karrina Molan said the
summit  participants  were
inspiring women who were desd-
icated to improving their com-
munities, “These women are
already striving for and achiev-
ing change in their communi-
ties,” she said,
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Aboriginality and triumphs over adversity

SH: In recent years you've come on the
national stage, it would appear, with a quick
pace. Can you tell me whose yous mob.

T%: | am a Myikima woman from Derby in
the Kimberley of Western Australia | grew
up in regionsl and remote WA before moving
o Perth when [ was 16 years of age, where [
have lived ever since. 1 had strong Catholic
influences in my early childbood, due 1o my
Abonginal Nanna and Spanish Poppa being
devout Catholics, My Manna was raised at
Beaghe Bay mission and would have besn one
af the first Aborigingl nuns, had she not met
Poppa.

5H: What do you remember about your
childhood?

TS We left Derby when | was two and
maved to Exmouth, where we spent 6 years,
What | remember abouwt Exmouth mainly
15 the beach (my Dad was the President of
the Yacht Club), When | was 8 years old
we moved to Mullewa, a small town in the
wheathelt of WA, In August that year (1985),
there was a racial riot in Mullews that rocked
in the town and the State. 1L occurred after an
Aboriginal man died after being hit over the
end with a bottle by a publican at the Railway
Hatel — and the publican was only charged
with assault. The chamge was later upgraded
o unlawful killing, bt only after numenoas
Aboriginal pecple from the wwwn were charged
with vanious offences as a result of the o It
Wi A strange towe o live in. In addition to the
Railway Hotel, there was another pub, where
Mum worked as a kitchen hand. This pub had
two sides. One nice, carpeted bar where you
could get a counter meal, and the ather side
was what they referred o a5 “the animal bar".
This was where the hcal Abariginal people
drank, The bar had no good furmishings, bars
on the windows and was generally in poor
condition, We were allowed into the white
dade ol he bar, because Mum worked there
and because her husband was non-Abariginal.
But [ used to look at the animal bar, and the
people in there, amd wosdened what it muost
have been like for them, There were all sors
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of mcial distinctions in the wwn and 1 think
living there, al that Gme, planted a seed in me
that matured as [ grew.

After Mullewa, we went to the remote
Filbara vown of Marble Bar - the hottest
town in Australia. | loved Marble Bar s
remioleneis, the fact that our school was
tiny and BO% Abosiginal and the beawtiful
and endless views from our backyard on
General Streer — the maln street af wwn. The
town had a different feel to Mullewa and a
differemt bevel of scceptance of Aboriginal
peaples and ways. It was there that Mum was
offered terizary studies through a block release
program with Bdith Cowan University. She
studied Aboriginal amd Intercultural Soudies
amnd as she tald ws shout the history that had
not been taught in school, the picture of the
troe Australia became clearer 1o me.

Mum continued stedying afier we moved
to Tom Price, 4 remote mining town in the
Pilbara, At the time, Tom Price was a closed
wown and Abonpanal people weren't allowed
in, unless they had 8 job with the mining
company or a service provider like us. So in
this town, [ was part of a very small minority
of Aboriginal people. Mum continued to
teach my sister and 1 about the “troe’ history
of Australia and s treatment of Aboriginal
peaple as she continued with her degree, |
became mersasingly interested in Australia®s
histomy and my id:n.lit}'

SH: Dad you question your Aboriginaliy at
mnt:.rnl.mg age?

T5: 1 must admit 5t took me & while to come
n terms with being Aboriginal. | have a hi*
nose and although 1 have dark skin, it's not
that dark. My sister looks white as do & number
of my cousins and my Dad is st Aboriginal.
People would always ask me what my ancesiry
was and werne mever content with me saying [
was Aboriginal. They wanted to know what
else = and usually they guessed wrong, Buo
now, after 35 years, | am comfortable with my
Abaoriginality and honour it | am so lecky 10
have the herntage that 1 do.
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When Twas 17,1 was fortunate to be scce pred
anio the insugural Abomiginal Pre-Law Program
at the University of Western Awstralia. This
program, whech provided provisional entry o
Abariginal people into Law School was the
firat of e kimd im Australia and has besn s0
successful that it has now been mirored in
murmenows law schools throughout the country
and has assisted hundreds of Aboriginal and
Torres Stradl Islander people into law degrees,

Studying law it UWA and mizing with
olber passaonate Aboriginal students was a
very empowering experience for me and |
became drawn 1o all the social justice units
amd leaming about how the law evolves and
adapls. | knew even them., that ratker than
warking within the confines of law — I wanted
b bt a champe maker.

SH: Do you recall your first real |taste of
racial discrmuination?

T5: My first real taste of this came whilst
studying Human Rights and Equal Opportunity
Law, | had been looking for a rental and had
taken Mum and another Aboriginal friend o
look at a place. The woman who had been w0
welcoming to me on the phone didn™t want a
bar of me or my family amd [ knew | had been
dascriminated against. Its an awful fesling to
kmow v hiave been denved snmething because
another person has made a judgement against
you based on your race. | started talking to
ather peaple ot Lni and discovered that I wasn'y
ke only one this had happened to. 5o 1 started
researching and interviewing and ended up
puitimg my all a0 & paper on discrimination
in the private rental market, | ended up with
the top mark m the Unit for that year, my
article was published in the Indigenous Law
Bulletin — and since then there have been two
enquiries in WA imto w discrimination against
Aboriginal pecples in public and private
howsing. I've remamed committed 1o this
subpect, and am now the Vics-Chairperson of
Shelter WA — & mainsiream bousing advocacy
hody that advocates for affordable bousing for
all people, but especially the vulmerable and
disadvantaged,

5H: How did you meet your hushand?

TS: Whilst studying law, | met my hushand
and we fell n love. We were marmied when [
was 20 in April 1996 and i February 1997
aur son Jonathan was bom. Four years later,
we had another child, Jacinta. She was bom
with a cleft of the soft palate and was very sick
a5 2 baby. | couldn't breast feed, | had o stop
stadying to care for ket amd my hushand and 1
seemed o be fighting all the time

Whilst | was in bospital with Jacinta 1 was
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helped by other mothers who had been in
the same sitawtion, through the Cleft Lip and
Palate Association. | was so touched by the
care these women gave and the ideals behind
the arganisation that 1 joined the Commities
and became their Secretary and Newsbetver
Editor. 1 found this incredibly rewarding and
enjoved my first expenence of being part of a
not-for-profit crganisation, But this didn't si
well with my husband, who was against me
doing anything volumtarnily, The more | keams
&1 und ardd the more | mixed with people trying
o ‘make & difference”, the more | realised we
were from opposite worlds and that car core
values differed greatly, I was witerly depressed
and felt that | had dug mysel! meo a hole thae
was boo deep o get out of, By this stage we
had vasy children amd a morgage. But then, [
ressoned, that o bole wid too deep to climb
out of — and that all | needed was a rape
climb up. 5o, on the 29 August X002, when
my daughter was just 13 months odd, [ left
my hushand and the children. 1 felt it was
ke only way out. He would mot leave — and
I 1 .

them Benind That was e handest shing |
ever dad, and had I known what would happen
afterwards - | probably wouldn't have dose it
My husband reacted badly to my leaving. He
quit his job, changed the locks on the howse
and allovwed me no access o the children, So,
[ took it to the family coum. | thought the court
would se that | had been the primary carer, that
he was uareasonably disallowing access, and
that they would restome my casindy. But they
didm’t. | still can't understand what happened.
T don't know whether it was because [ was
represented by the ALS and discriminated
against because of thar — or if the ALS had
represented me poorly. All 1 knew was that |
had lost,

SH: How did youw react to losing custody of
your children?

TA: That was probably the |lowest paint in
oy lifie. 1 had remied out a lule villa 1o have
the kids in and after the judgement came
down, 1 sat in that villa for & whole week and
cried. I couldn’t get off the couch, or clean or
o b wark. In a spate of despair, | ook every
pill T could find in the house and got them in
fromt of me and was going to end it. But then,
something inside me made me stop. 1 was still
alive, | had plenty to give the warld = and [
wanted v live.

S0, | got myself off the couch angd stared
living. 1 wem back w law school, gol a
boyfriend, got a good job and started getting
used to being the weekend parent. But then,
thisit relations hip went bad oo
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The pain probably wasn't as greal as my
divarce or losing the kids, bat because 1 had
given up everything 1o be with thas man, all the
safefy mets were gone - and there was no one
lo catch mee. After be left, | weal into another
spate of depression — this time for 5 weeks
My safety nets weren't completely gone
however and 1 had a lovely work colleague
who inroduced me o the book, “You Can
Heal Your Life” by Lowise Hay. [ chewed up
this book and it offered much relief. T started
1o rend as much of Lowise Hay's work as |
couald, then 1 found Wayne Dryer and made my
way through all the self-help books [ could.

Haw did you overcome your depression?

T&: Daring this time [ also tuned o new zge
spirituality, I started meditating, I leamnt absout
chakras, [ looked to the bealing properties of
gems and stones and all sorts of other new age
philosophies including feng shud, astrology
and numerclogy. This was a perind of great
growih for me. It was an investment in my well
being, in my self-confidence and my ability to
overcome arry hurdles that life put before me_

Omnce | got over the shick and realised it was
st me, | decided that | needed 1o get my kids
back. This was no easy task, By this stage,
my ex-hushand had been the primary carer
of the kids for ten years, | had a.d.cc.mtjub
and only saw the kids on weekends and school
holidays. This meant that he was entitled o
Legal Aid | was not. The ALS said they did
nol have the “resparces’ o represent me. 5ol
did it myself. 1 was blessed that a lawyer who
had previously helped me with my case at the
ALS, who was mow living in Africa agreed 1o
help me. Every night after work, [ wonld stay
back amd wrate my affidavies and send it her
for comment, 1 ended up writing a 150-page

YR T
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affidavit, with 50 annexurnes and & supporting
affidavits and proceeded all the way o final
Iral — an effort that ook a whole year.

I also scrimped and saved amd mamaged
o get txgether a deposit for a house, which
I purchased near the children's school — o
comvince the court that | could care for the kids.
My ex-hosbamd had a barrister and solicitor
representing him and an the other side - it was
just me. After one day aof a cross-examining
mry ex-hushand, his team of lawyers came to
e and said they were resdy 1o settle. | ended
up getting everything | asked for, which was
all I ever agked for - and that is equal shared
care of the kids,

It was incredibly ironic when we had signed
the spreement, dated 13 April 2006 — and
realised that that day was our 10 year wedding
mnmiversary, After thar day, [ went down to the
river amd sat there for a while and realised that
1 can do anything.

Why did you also tell this story to the Oxfam
Siraight Talk forum held in Canberra recently?

T3: The reasan | have shared this stary s
because until 1 had got through my feelings
of warthlessmess, dad all that mper work on
miyself and faced my perpetrator — I wasa't
in a position o belp others yed alone engage
politscally

My story is aboul building a solid
foundation for yourself, If you want 10 work
for the community, for social justice and for
others generally = then you have 1o look afier
yoursell.

You need o desl with your demons - and
fzoe them head on — or they will always come
hack to haunt you.

Conitimued on page 25
T Aberen: Tamimy Solanec. | mage wpplied
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Stephen

“-\ HAGAN W

Continued from page 19

5H: How did you get involved in MATDOCT

TS: Mot lomg afier the costody baule, n
September 2004, | started my next big projest
= which was working on NAIDOC i Perth.
| was working 2= an  Indigenous Comavanity
Education OMficer and was frstrated at the
lack of coordination of NAIDOC events in
Perth. Along with a few frends, we convened
8 commumty meeting about NATDHOC, then
formed an interim Comminee specifically o
pet us through 2007 — which marked 30 years
of MAIDOC and we  Beld our first Opening
Ceremony and Ball.

Mot long after this, | was selected to be a
participanl in a reality TV show called ‘the
Abbey', where [ lived the life of 2 Benedictine
nun for 33 days. | was still very  much
imio spirineslity at thal stage and still very
trapmatized, The Abbey was a  wonderful
place to work on bealing, forgiving and
deciding what | wanted io do with my life.
This was an enormously beneficial thing to do
and I would recommend to any of you in need
of healing, to ake ime out and do some sont of
spiritual retreat where you cam focus on your
meet beiag.

1 came back with a clear mind about what 1
wanted todo. | wanted 1o finish my law degree,
I wanted to take my ex-hashand back to court
again — thas me for the property amd 1 wansed
to really start devoting myself oo MAIDOC.
I found since the Abbey that T no langer had
the dependence on self-belp and spirituality -
though 1 am il a se=ker in many ways,

For me, it staned 10 become clear thal
warking for worthy causes fulfilled nry ipifﬂ
and it"s been that way ever smee. | did take my
ex-hushand back 1o court and got the property
settlement. [ did put effort into growing
MAIDOC Perth, and in November 2006 —
some 12 years after | started, 1 did finish my
law degree.
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SH: How did you ger w work for the
Abariginal Legal Service?

TS It was while | wad on the dance floor
aof our 2067 MNAIDDC Perth Ball thet 1
mangged (0 secure an imerview for Aricles
at the Abariginal Legal Service of WA and in
September 2007 | started as an Anscled Clerk
in the Civil and Human Rights Unir,

In Decembser of that year the Redress WA
compensation scheme for chikdren  who had
been abused or neglected in State Care in
Wb commenced and T was  theown isto the
po&irjm'l.uf haising with and taking statemenis
from Stolen Genefations clients. As you can
imagine, his was an mcredibly difficalt task. [
know that if 1 had not dome all the inner woark
and bealing, 1 would hove been  useless o
those people,

I started 1o realise that everything 1'd bheen
through was  prepaning me for this — for my
wark. It gave me the empathy [ nesded o st
and cry with these people and validate their
pain and suffering.

After my Aricles 1 did my Restnclive
Practice as the Senior Policy Officer for ALS
and really stared w get invalved in drfting
submissions and finding ways o influence
govermment and be & ‘change maker'.

SH: You also got involved in the Mr Wird
case?

TS: In January 2008, there was o temibdy
ragedy in Wa when a NG Elder, Mr Ward, was
picked up for drink driving on the Australia
Dray weekend, refused baal and trans
4(H}em from Laverton o Kalgoorlie in the hack
of an usventilaed prisoser ranspon vehicle,
i chreumalances where the sir conditioning
failed,

The pain Mr Ward must have suffered, as
he was burnt alive in the back of that van s
unthinkahis.

Soon after his passing. | was asked to anesd
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GEL (now G45) offices i Melboume and
Adelasde with the Commissioner of Cormective
Services 10 make recommendaions on how
presoner trandport in WA coald be improved.

After that, | was appomnted to the Inguest,
This inwalved travelling to Warbsrton and the
MG lands on thres occasions o take stastements
from family members and  regresent the
Aboriginal peoples of WA generally in the
Caresual Inguest inbo his passing.

‘Working on the Warnd matler was a privilege
and honowr. | have great  admirstion for the
people of the NG lands and even greater
outrage at the neglect that has been able o
occur to them and other remote Abariginal
Commumnities.

SH: What did you think of the initial findings
un the Mr Ward case

TS: The findings thal were handed down
by Coroner Hope found severs neglui,
almaost to e point of recklessness by the WA
Ciovernment and company G458,

He  recommended changes o prisoner
rangpor], the Bail Act, the Coromer's Act,
training of police and Justsees of the Peace and

In Movember 2009 | was forunate to be
acoepled into the annual Diplomacy Training
Program where | met Monica Maorgan. This
i5 a fantastic program aimed  # teaching
Indigenous human rghts defenders from the
Asia Pacific region about the inermstionsl
human Fights sysbem.

In December 2009 1 lesed
Restrictive  Practice and mmdﬂg
Mlanaging Solicitor of the Law and Mwy
Uit at ALS.

Herelworked with a team of brill iant lawyers
and suppon «aff in drafting submissions and
engaging in imternational law. Many of the
submissions amd work we fooused on wers
directly related to the recommendations from
Coroner Hope in relation to the Ward Inguest.

5H: How did you get imvolved in Oxfam
Australia?

T5: Around chat time | was approached by &
friend from law schoal who wanted to set up
an Aboriginal Lawyers Commitiee in WA 1o
support amd mestor Aboriginal law students,

and lawyers amd o provide am
additional voice of adwocacy in WA, | agreed
and we worked with the Law Society to make
this happen.

I was forfunate im 2010 w0 be suppomed
by Oxfam Auwstralia 1o be a youth delegate
tcr the Umited Mations Permanent Forum on
Indigenous lssues in Mew York and by the
Human Rights Commission o amend the
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Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples in Geneva,

I am still leaming about  international
mechanisms and how we cam bedt engage
with them amd find ot very rewarding. 1 have
been able to meet Indigenous peoples from all
around the waorld and find solsdasity with these
penples in oUr COMMON Oppression,

5H: You « L&y masnkain your i
in MAIDOCT

TS: Throughout this tme, MAIDOC Perth
also comtinued bo grow, Our events get bigper
cach year, we have golien befler at evemt
management, coordination and promaotion.

We also secured an Office at Noongar Radio
and for the first time in 2000, had money o
pay a comsultant W help us manage NAIDOC
week,

In early 2010, | was appointed to the
Mational NAIDOC Comminee.  Although |
was still enjoying my work al ALSWA, 1 found
it difficult being constraired to criminal justice
and felt unsupported =8 Managing Salicitor.

SH: How did you get involved in the Mational
Congress of Australia's First Peoples?

TE: T fownd it very difficult managing staff,
working full tme, being a single parent and
comtributing to MAIDOC, Sheler and the
Aborigmnal Lawyers Commattee

When the opportumity came wp 1o nomnEte
o b a Director of the Mational Congress of
Auwstralia’s First Peoples 1 jumped at it

Tt was one of the proudest days of my life
when | was elected by the Debegates o be a
Digector of Chamber Three.

I officially staried at the Congress on 8
July. The position ia 3 days a week, has great
flexihility and freedom and soits my lifestyle
and respoasibiliies well.

Bome of the work T've been involved
in w dae inclodes Swategic  Planning,
Constitational  Recognition, the Maorthern
Territory Emerpency Response and developing
plicy processes and frameworks.

I set up my office for Congreds st Noongar
Radio and was ahle to secure am office jusl;
across the hall from our NMATDOC Office.

I am now working to make bath offices
functional and with MAIDOC in particular, we
are looking towards our long-term strategic
position.

SH: You're also involved in ANTaR?

T5: 1 &lso sook up the position recently, as
Chairperson of ANTaR WA

Although working 3 days a week has been
gond for the kids and me, due to all  the
valutary work that | do and events that come
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g, | still require & lot of support. | have found
thal relying on others o provide it out of g;o@d
will is fraught with difficulties and 1 prefer to
do thmgs myself.

I have a cleaner and a gardener and had the
kuls im afterschool care.  However, | was still
fezling that [ needed more support, especially
sinee bosing my secretary after leaving ALS

5o recently | moved o & beawtiful sew home
whach is closer o my son's high school and my
cousin is going w0 move in with us, ["ve also
left 2 rowom vacant for an aw pair {narny ) and
am actively looking for the right person.

In terms of engaging with the political
sysbem — this is something | am very musch still
learming.

S5H: What have all your work experiences
tatrgha ot

TS: My time at ALS was instrumental.
I bearnt how 1o lobby and be  effective in
influencing change. Writing a good submissson
amid el your message chear is important = bus
knowing how and who o deliver that message
0 15 evien mawe important.

T decided a couple of years ago that | wanted
o pursise a political career and have ow been
working towards that.

I joined the Greens political party and have
started atiending meetings and conferences

and | contribule o the  formalation of policies,

What ["ve foumsd with this — s that politicsans
are just people like you and me - and that they
are very approachable.

I waiald encournge everyone to get to know
your local members of Parliament and ssart
engaging. If you have political ambitons like
me, then [ encourage you to join a political
parly amd stant to get involved.

Even if you decide not 1o run for election
with the party, just becoming involved in the
panty will teach you a lot about politics,

S0 that's where 'moat. 1 still have a bag
way to gooon my joamey and stll need berer
supporl systems, but | know that because
I have invested so much time ino building
a s0lid foundation for myself, that I will be
in a position o be effective in my political
engagement.

5H: Are you mose contented these days with
your personal life?

TS: I have soried through things with my
ex-husband and feel that equal shared care is
working well
Stephen Hagan is a Hulllilli traditional owner of
south-west Queensiand, 2006 NAIDOC Person
of the Year, and a multi-award winning author
and film makar,

Tarrrey Sakssen [ oot ihg i wh® BRI Doaverdmes membetrs recerdy Image susplbes
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“faming with my miece the other day about
lide and relationships with the opposite sex. the
fopic of belonging to someone took somewhat
af an mlereshing twist. As a single mother my
life experiences include the highs and kows of
marriage, divorce and relationship breakdowns
but | bave never been physically sbused by my
partner.

But here 1 was listening to my mlece saying
“Hey Aunty when a man hits you it means you
belong to him, you are his womsn._ it is our
way, everybody knows this”, Sadly, my niece
was absolulely nght 1 have heard this story
many times before from Aborigingl and Torres
Strait Islander women, especially from women
living in naral and remiote communities.

Indigenous  women know  ahout  family
violence, whether as a victim andéor affecied
by it. The bomific stories told by Indigenous
worsen of cowardly and senseless acts of
vialence perpetrated by ‘their man' are withoat
doubt typical of lfe in rural and remobe
comemunities for Indigenous women, children
and their families. Paradoxically, certainly
self-costradictory and absurd as it may appear.
family violence becomes an acceptable social
norm underpinned by a cultural vagary that
men have the right o physically abuse “their
worman’ because they belong to them.

Moreover, unbelievable as it may seem,
Indigenous women know that it is wrong 1o be
ph:.'sw-allr abused by “their man” but perhaps

ia of belonging to someone is
bemr than not belonging to anybody. Love,
inspirations amd dreams of Indigenous women
becomes & demigrsting nightmare of self-
fulfilling prophecies of denial and scceptance
punctuated by violence, depravation and

Typa: Reglonal
5lz6: 370.00 8g.cma
Fraquency: Fortnightly

helplessness. So you may ask when this did all
begin and when will it end?

Peaple of the First Mations eajoyed & beter
heahbler life without the tmuma of family
vitdence before |THE. [Musases common in
18h century Europe were nat common in the
First Nations of Australia. In fact these foreign
diseases such as smallpox, measles, influenza,
tuberculosis, scarlet fever, sexually transmitted
syphilis and gonomhea were  nomexistent
ol brought into Australia by the invading
cobomists, Like discases carried by vermin
the spread of the filthy ways of the invading
immigrants was devastating on the peaples of
the First Mations.

Daspossession of land, sea and sovereignty,
the murders and atrocities, dispersal of
peoples of 1he First Mations resulting in
breakdown of cubural structures, kimship
and gender roles ks the historcal context in
which to betier understand and recognise the
beginnings of family violence os we know
it today in costemporary Australian society.
In the words of the former Prime Minisser,
Psul Keating in the unforgettable speech on
10 December 1592 .0t begins, | think with
ithe #ct of recogrition. Recognition that it was
we wha did the dispossessing We ok the
traditionall lands and smashed the traditional
way of life. We bought the disasters The
alcohol. We committed the murders, We ook
the children from their mothers. We practiced
duscrmination amd exclusion... l is oar
ignorance and our prejudice. And our failure
1o imagine these things being done 1o us. With
some noble exceptions, we fadled 1o make the
most basic haman response and eater ingo thedr
hearts and munds. We failed to ask - how wouald
T feel if this wene done 1o me™

Recognation of the unacceptably high ranes of
family violemce over the past couple of decades
15 incicative of the nomernus reseanch papers,
publications and reports on the impact of
family violence in Aboriginal and Torres Sieait
Islander communities. The “2000 Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Women's Task Force
on Violence' repomed that in Queensland “the
harsh reality is that mamy families are now
trapped 1 envimonments where deviance and
atmocities have become & normeal behaviour and
&8 such, form an integral part of the children’s
socialization”.
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‘Ending family violence and abuse in
Aboriginal  and  Torres  Strail  Islander
communities - Key lssoes’ an overview
paper an research and findings by the Human
3.'ghlzti and Equal Crpportunity Commission,

Tom Calma, the former
Aboriginal nud Tomes Strait Islander Social
Justice Commissioner, provides a  number
of key messapes including “Family violemcs
is abhoment and has no place in Abariginal
and Torres Seralt Islander societies. It is a
scourge that is causing umtold damage and
trauma among Indigenous  communities, o
our women and children, and to the fabric of
Indigencus cublures”. The paper outlines len
key challenges in addressing family violemce
and abuse including “...we need strong
leadership from women, but we also need the
suppart of Indigenous men if we are to make
progress |n samping oot violesce. Indigenous
men need to model appropriate behavior,
challenge violence and stand up against i, and
support cur women aed nurure our children™,

The Australian Institate of Health and
Welfare, which ks Australia’s national health
and welfare statistics and infoomation agency,
inthe 2006 publication ‘ Famdly violence among
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’
stales thal “Family violence 12 scknowledped
a5 am isswe of matiomal significance, both
generally and among Aboriginal and Torres
Sirait [slander peoples” In wiew of data
an prevalence of violence from the ‘2002
Mational Aborigingl and Torres Strain Islander
Social Survey’, it was suggested that the “rate
of being a victim of physical ar threatened
viedence among the Indigenous population
wis over twice the rate of pon-Indigenous
popalation”. Onber findings of the 2006 repor
included “people in remole areas were wuch
more likely to report that famaly violence was
a neighbourhood P|'Qb'|:q1".

The Australian Indigenous HeahblnfoMer
publication * Crverview of Australian Indigencus
health starus, April 2000° is a comprebensive
summary of the most recent indicarors of
the health of Indigenous Australians. The
putdication makes the concluding remariks "It
1% clear from this overview aof current health
status thai Indigencus people remain the
least healthy sub-population in Awstralia..
Bur clearly the pap between the health

status of Indigenous people and that of
other Australians is still very, very, wide....
awareness by povernments of the enormity of
ﬂnchvll:m bmﬂw real bﬂtwmhmamm

5 changing political
md CCONOMIC l:-'_'n'ﬂﬁ

| encoirage Indigesois women io check
out the Australian Indigenous HealthInfoMet
which is not anly an excellent source of freely
assesaable  informatbon on and
Tormres Strait [slander health amd wellbeing,
It ales provides ‘ome-stop info-shop® open
for information sharing through the “yaming
places’.

The impact of Family Viclence on Indigenous
women i far-reaching and  widespread
Transformational beadership for Indigenous
women is the key o bringing together
strong Indigenous women, with passion and
oommitment, 0 inspire Indigenous women's
futures for a life without family wiolence
There are many siories of Indigenous women
who have successfully got off the viclous cycle
of family violence to fransform themselves
through self-beliel and sheer determination
imtor strong, prowd, independent and inspinng
women.

Last month, | had the pleasure of meeting
Michelle Deshong at the Omfam’s Stmight Talk
conference i Casberra As the faciliater of
the conference, Michelle shared many siories
with 62 Indigenous women from throughoue
Australin on her life experiences with family
violence, raising three childrem as a singhe
modher in Townsville and achieving & First
Class Honours Degree in Political Science
from James Cook Uslversity. Mickelle
exemplifies transformational leadership.

Michelle is a strong Indigenows woman and
her passion to advocabe on issues affecting
women is an inspiring story. Michelle shared
the following words “Having women io
support me, women like Pat Andersen and
Juwcki Huggins, they gave me confidence
and are movar my peers wha | can discuss and
address issoes with particularly on women's
issues. My mother and father instilled respect,
good work ethac and lasd the pladform for my
continued interest in social pstice and political
invalvemnent”.

I like to share with Indigenous women

Straight Talk 2011 Media Clippings. http://www.oxfam.org.au/straight-talk



http://www.oxfam.org.au/straight-talk

46

Hational Indigenous Times

AN 26/10/2011
. P . -]
MEDIA MONITORS Section: Ganersl News Fags 3013
Reglon: Malua Bay N5W Clrculation: 100735
Typs: Reglonal

Slza: 370.00 aq.cma
Fraquency: Fortnightly

—

“The Strength of Women
Words of Understanding and
Encouragement for Survivors'
which is a compilation of
quotes and writings by strong
women, “There is Sfrength
in Knowing e Many Faces
of Coarage™ by Bopnie 51
Jobn whach reads “Sometimes
you will stand up for what
youa believe in, say no fo that
which is mot compatible o
your views and show your
strength and courage by being
true o yourself, But no maner
v many  fmes  vou o oare
knocked down, with strength
and courage you will always
rise &EAIN",

1 believe that us Indigenous
women need 0 palvanise
vurselves inlo Laking action
against Indigernsus men from
pulvermzing our inspirations
and dreams for a prosperous
and  safe  future  for  our
childres and  our  families
without cmeating a  schism

hetwieen our women &nd men,  sicssis RECHINa WS GENEE R WRpETVE 0 BB 4 T, ML AT o A TR0 R R AberhpRal
But EI'H.'I.IE"I 8 muugh. wervna pride. 2nd from righ back o Cankor Warsgaras (Wi Assdigas 1571] Geannd B Thitttin Tuiri (i) Al agad 15701
g e Lnd Archive

There meeds to be another
Iwist m  what consilutes
belongingness, me longer in
the shape of men's fists hat for
the love of belonging w each
wother. Indeed, whar belongs o
whom?

Michelle Watson s a
Ghungunji  woman  From
Yarrabah. She is a mothar
of three and Director for
the Morth  Queensiand
Indigenaus Woimen's
Lesdership Centre. She iz
passionate about giving a
woiice to women from Cape
York,
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BROADCAST CLIPPINGS:

4K1G (Townsville)
Murri Voices - 14/09/2011 - 01:09 PM
Lloyd Wyles

Program Preview

- Interview with Karrina Nolan, the Straight Talk coordinator for Oxfam Australia about the Straight Talk
Summit this week in Canberra.

- Interview with Rachel Siewert, member of the panel on Constitutional Recognition Of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Peoples about the public consultations being held.

- The Aboriginal Message.

© Media Monitors 2011

Duration: 1:27

4K1G (Townsville)
Murri Voices - 14/09/2011 - 01:44 PM
Lloyd Wyles

Wyles discusses the Oxfam Australia Straight Talk summit that will start next week in Canberra. Wyles also
notes the group of indigenous students from across Australia who have arrived at Parliament House this
week to undertake a week of work experience with the Australian Government with Mark Arbib, Federal
Minister for Indigenous Employment, and Jenny Macklin, Federal Minister for Indigenous Affairs through the
Learn Earn Legend initiative.

© Media Monitors 2011

Duration: 1:32

4K1G (Townsville)
Murri Voices - 14/09/2011 - 01:22 PM
Lloyd Wyles

Wyles is joined by Karrina Nolan, the Straight Talk coordinator for Oxfam Australia to discuss the third
annual Straight Talk Summit being held this week in Canberra. Nolan says they have received over 300
applications this year, from which they have chosen a diverse group of 62 women. Nolan confirms that
Deputy Opposition leader Julie Bishop, Indigenous Affairs Minister Jenny Macklin and Greens
spokesperson for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Issues Senator Rachel Siewert will be at the summit.
Nolan says for the second and third day, they will hold the summit at Parliament House. Nolan says that
Straight Talk isn't just about talking about problems but also about sharing some solutions that are working
and notes that the debate has been dominated by the disadvantage and the problems and not talking about
the resilience and strength that we all see in the community. She says that Oxfam has been working with
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island peoples for over 30 years so is certainly well placed to support the Close
the Gap campaign.

© Media Monitors 2011

Interviewees: Karrina Nolan, Straight Talk Coordinator, Oxfam Australia
Duration: 6:53

ABC North Queensland (Townsville)
08:30 News - 19/09/2011 - 08:32 AM
Newsreader

Michelle Watson, campaigner for the rights of Indigenous Women, has been chosen to take the North's
issues to Canberra this week to meet with Politicians during Oxfam's Straight Talk Summit. She wants to
see more Indigenous community controlled services.
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© Media Monitors 2011

Interviewees: Michelle Watson, Campaigner
Duration: 0:43

ABC Far North (Cairns)
08:30 News - 19/09/2011 - 08:32 AM
Newsreader

A campaigner for Indigenous women's rights Michelle Watson has been chosen to take FNQ issues to
Canberra alongside 61 Indigenous women from around the country during Oxfam's Straight Talk summit.
She will argue that women need to have more say in how Indigenous programs are run in northern Qld.

© Media Monitors 2011

Interviewees: Michelle Watson, rights campaigner
Duration: 0:42

ABC North Queensland (Townsville)
07:30 News - 19/09/2011 - 07:32 AM
Newsreader

Michelle Watson, campaigner for the rights of Indigenous Women, has been chosen to take the North's
issues to Canberra this week to meet with Politicians during Oxfam's Straight Talk Summit.
© Media Monitors 2011

Interviewees: Michelle Watson, Campaigner
Duration: 0:45

NITV (Sydney)
NITV News - 16/09/2011 - 05:39 PM
Natalie Ahmat and Kris Flanders

Aboriginal women will meet in Canberra for a summit called Straight Talk which links indigenous women
to the Austn political process. Yorta Yorta woman Corina Nolan (*) is the organiser of the event.

© Media Monitors 2011

Duration: 0:17

2MCE (National Australia)
17:00 News - 19/09/2011 - 05:01 PM
Newsreader

Oxfam says their third annual Straight Talk Summit will allow indigenous women from across the country
to meet with politicians to discuss the issues that affect their local communities. The summit will take place
in the Parliament House at Canberra this week.

© Media Monitors 2011

Interviewees: Carina Nolan, Coordinator, Straight Talk
Duration: 0:44
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2MCE (National Australia)
14:00 News - 19/09/2011 - 02:02 PM
Newsreader

A group of indigenous women will head to Canberra for Oxfam's Straight Talk Summit. Karrina Nolan(*),
Coordinator, Straight Talk, Oxfam, talks about the programme.
© Media Monitors 2011

Interviewees: Karrina Nolan(*), Coordinator, Straight Talk, Oxfam
Duration: 0:45

4K1G (Townsville)
Murri Voices - 19/09/2011 - 01:23 PM
Lloyd Wyles

Wyles introduces John Paul Janke of Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies
[AIATSIS], which is holding its National Indigenous Studies Conference at the Australian National
University in Canberra. Janke says the conference has become a key forum for new research programmes
regarding indigenous communities, covering fields such as education, health, information technology,
employment, language, well-being and resilience. An indigenous interpreters' meeting will also be part of
the conference, as will a special screening of 'Here | Am' at the National Film and Sound Archive. Janke
says Kirsty Parker, Managing Editor of the Courier Mail, will chair a Q&A panel regarding indigenous
woman leaders, which will also feature delegates from Oxfam's Straight Talk summit.

© Media Monitors 2011

Interviewees: John Paul Janke, Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies
Duration: 6:25

ABC Far North (Cairns)
12:30 News - 19/09/2011 - 12:33 PM
Newsreader

Far north QIld Aboriginal woman Michelle Watson, chosen to attend this week's Straight Talk summit in
Canberra, says she wants to see more Indigenous community controlled services.
© Media Monitors 2011

Interviewees: Michelle Watson, Far north Qld Aboriginal woman
Duration: 0:39

ABC Central Australia (Alice Springs)
12:30 News - 19/09/2011 - 12:33 PM
Newsreader

An Indigenous educator from Tennant Creek says she wants to use a Canberra visit to learn how the
political system works. Joyce Taylor, Indigenous Educator is attending OXFAM's Straight Talk summit
and will meet MPs including Jenny Macklin, Federal Minister for Indigenous Affairs.

© Media Monitors 2011

Interviewees: Joyce Taylor, Indigenous Educator

Duration: 0:43

2MCE (National Australia)
09:00 News - 19/09/2011 - 09:01 AM
Newsreader

Oxfam'’s third annual Straight Talk Summit for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women will be held
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in Canberra this week.
© Media Monitors 2011

Interviewees: Karina Nolan(*), Organiser, Straight Talk
Duration: 0:39

ABC Central Australia (Alice Springs)
08:30 News - 19/09/2011 - 08:31 AM
Newsreader

Aboriginal women will meet in Canberra this week for Oxfam's Straight Talk summit, to learn about the
Australian political system and discuss ways to improve the lives of Indigenous people. They'll meet female
MPs, including Indigenous Affairs Minister Jenny Macklin.

© Media Monitors 2011

Interviewees: Joyce Taylor, Tennant Creek
Duration: 0:45

2SM (Sydney)
07:00 News - 21/09/2011 - 07:03 AM
Newsreader

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women sit down with politicians today for Oxfam's 3rd annual
Straight Talk Summit. Karina Nolan, Program Co-Ordinator, says they are an inspiring group.
© Media Monitors 2011

Interviewees: Karina Nolan, Program Co-Ordinator, Oxfam
Duration: 0:34

2DU (Dubbo)
06:55 News - 21/09/2011 - 07:03 AM
Newsreader

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women of all ages will be sitting down with politicians today for
Oxfam'’s third annual Straight Talk Summit.
© Media Monitors 2011

Interviewees: Karrina Nolan, Program Coordinator
Duration: 0:34

ABC 666 Canberra (Canberra)
Drive - 21/09/2011 - 04:22 PM
Ginger Gorman

Gorman says that Indigenous women are coming from across Australia to meet politicians in Canberra.
Gorman talks to Karina Nowlan who is a Yorta Yorta woman and is Oxfam's Straight Talk coordinator.
Gorman asks what Straight Talk is. Nowlan says it brings many Indigenous women from across the
country and they are meeting with politicians. Gorman asks how many women are involved. Nowlan says
300 applied but they could only take 60. Gorman asks if there is one message. Nowlan says there is a whole
bunch of issues but is a chance for women to talk about the success of their communities. Gorman says that
Indigenous stories always seem negative. Nowlan says that it is very important to talk about the success of
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Indigenous communities.
© Media Monitors 2011

Interviewees: Karina Nowlan, Coordinator, Oxfam's Straight Talk
Duration: 4:57

4K1G (Townsville)
Murri Voices - 21/09/2011 - 01:54 PM
Lloyd Wyles

Interview with Jason Mitzford, organiser, 1000 Warrior March. Wyles and Mitzford discuss the march, which
is a walk to Federation Square on behalf of Victorian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Communities.
Mitzford explains the theme of the march in the Wayaperri community. Mitzford says it is for Aboriginal men.
Wyles says the Oxfam indigenous women's summit is taking place. Mitzford says he is the National
Community Engagement Manager for the AFL, building relationships with Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander communities and supporting the Deadly Awards. Mitzford explains how they will promote the march.
© Media Monitors 2011

Interviewees: Jason Mitzford, organiser, 1000 Warrior March
Duration: 6:56

4K1G (Townsville)
Murri Voices - 21/09/2011 - 01:23 PM
Lloyd Wyles

Wyles is joined by Michelle Deshon, the lead facilitator of Straight Talk to discuss Oxfam's third annual
Straight Talk Summit being held at Parliament House in Canberra today. Deshon says the summit started
a few years ago because Oxfam decided that one of the things that was lacking was an understanding
amongst Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people about how they can influence and make change.
Deshon says Straight Talk is an opportunity to change the conversation in the community to looking at
solutions for the known issues. She says the summit brings people to Canberra to get them to understand
the political system and then they will hold individual meetings with all of the female members of Parliament
who are available. Deshon says that this summit empowers many women with their own self esteem and
capacity to say they can achieve anything they want to. She says the opening ceremony at Parliament
House was very good and was attended by a number of Ministers and Senators, including Jenny Macklin,
Julie Bishop and Senator Rachel Siewert. Deshon says they have women from all of the country taking part
in the summit, with women from as far north as the Torres Strait and NT, one women from Tas and the rest
from throughout Australia. She says that they saw a real willingness from some members of Parliament this
morning to having a yarn with some of the women. Deshon says they will head into question time after lunch
and they will be able to see in context why politicians act up and make 'big scenes'. She says she thinks
asylum seekers will be on the agenda today.

© Media Monitors 2011

Interviewees: Michelle Deshon, Lead Facilitator, Straight Talk
Duration: 9:22

SBS (National Australia)
World News Australia - 21/09/2011 - 06:57 PM
Anton Enus and Janice Peterson

Women have been hailed as the change-makers of indigenous communities at a leadership forum,
Oxfam's Straight Talking summit, in Canberra.
© Media Monitors 2011

Vision: Oxfam
Duration: 0:42
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NITV (Sydney)
NITV News - 21/09/2011 - 05:42 PM
Natalie Ahmat and Kris Flanders

Politicians have been told by indigenous women what's really happening in their communities. The annual
Straight Talk Summit opened today with the aim of tackling the big issues. Jenny Macklin, Indigenous
Affairs Minister, encouraged them to use their voices to speak out.

© Media Monitors 2011

Interviewees: Jenny Macklin, Indigenous Affairs Minister
Duration: 0:51

4K1G (Townsville)
Murri Voices - 21/09/2011 - 01:09 PM
Lloyd Wyles

Program Preview

- Interview with Michelle Deshong, Straight Talk Lead Facilitator about Oxfam's third annual Straight Talk
summit being held in Canberra today.

- Interview with organisers of the 1,000 Warriors March in the southern states.

- The Aboriginal Message.

© Media Monitors 2011

Duration: 1:09

2SM (Sydney)
05:00 News - 21/09/2011 - 05:02 AM
Newsreader

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women of all ages will be sitting down with politicians today for
Oxfam'’s third annual Straight Talk Summit.
© Media Monitors 2011

Interviewees: Karrina Nolan, Program Coordinator, Straight Talk Summit
Duration: 0:35

4K1G (Townsville)
Murri Voices - 22/09/2011 - 12:43 PM
Lloyd Wyles

Wyles says that yesterday Oxfam held their third annual Straight Talk Summit, with women from remote
communities, big cities, and country towns meeting with women in politics, including Jenny Macklin, Minister
for Indigenous Affairs, Julie Bishop, Deputy Opposition Leader, and Greens Senator Rachel Siewert.

© Media Monitors 2011

Duration: 1:20

NITV (Sydney)

NITV News - 22/09/2011 - 05:43 PM

Natalie Ahmat and Kris Flanders

A group of Aboriginal women have taken part in the Oxfam Straight Talk Conference in Canberra. The

conference aims to teach indigenous people how to use the political system to have their voices heard.
Coordinator Katrina Nolan says community representatives know what is happening in their communities.
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Maryborough elder Gayle Minniecon says meeting senior female politicians was a wonderful opportunity.
© Media Monitors 2011

Interviewees: Gayle Minniecon, Maryborough elder; Katrina Nolan, Coordinator
Duration: 2:01

ABC Central Australia (Alice Springs)
Mornings - 26/09/2011 - 09:14 AM
Tatjana Clancy

Clancy says Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women from across Australia last week mixed with some of
the nation's top politicians at Parliament House in Canberra as a means of finding ways to work together and
improve the lives of indigenous people and their communities. She introduces Joyce Taylor from Tennant
Creek, who took part along with 61 others in the third annual Oxfam Talk Straight Summit. Taylor says she
took part because she wanted to encourage more indigenous ladies to go into Parliament House. Clancy
says the co-ordinator of the event, Karrina Nolan, has said those chosen to participate were leaders who
were already achieving change in their communities. Nolan says the agenda included leadership. She says
everyone in parliament is just human, but says there are too many men in politics who just sit there and
scream. She talks about watching Question Time and arguments involving Julia and asylum seekers. Taylor
says she spoke with Julia Gillard's advisor Trish Woolley about indigenous issues like health and education.
Taylor says Woolley gave her her phone number and email address and organised monthly meetings to
discuss indigenous issues. Clancy says the Minister for Indigenous Affairs, Jenny Macklin, and the Deputy
Opposition Leader, Julie Bishop, were both present. Taylor says she didn't get to speak to them, although
she says a couple of ladies from Darwin spoke to Trish Crossin. Taylor says ladies from Darwin and
Katherine spoke to Macklin and were treated really nicely and were allowed to talk about issues. Taylor says
she will help Tennant Creek women to take part in next year's summit because she says it is worth going.

© Media Monitors 2011

Interviewees: Joyce Taylor, Tennant Creek
Duration: 8:56

ABC Kimberley (Broome)
Mornings - 04/10/2011 - 11:27 AM
Vanessa Mills

Mills speaks to Ruth Abdallah, Kununurra resident about attending a meeting in Canberra where 60
Aboriginal women from Australia came together. It was for Oxfam's Annual Straight Talk Conference,
which give Indigenous women the opportunity to learn about the political system and how to make changes
in their community. Abdallah discusses growing up in Derby and moving to Kununurra. she discusses her
community work and winning Elder of the Year award in 2004. She discusses moving to Kununurra before it
was built. She discusses the conference and that she really enjoyed the question and answer time. They
discuss how the conference worked. Abdallah says he like meeting Julie Bishop as she was 'warm and
welcoming'. She describes the different conversation groups and the issues they got to discuss. She
discusses how she will use what she learned to help her community and how she thinks communities can
move forward.

© Media Monitors 2011

Interviewees: Ruth Abdallah, Kununurra resident
Duration: 20:12

ENDS
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