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Indigenous women are 'change makers' 
13:47 AEST Wed Sep 21 2011 

 
  
 
 
Indigenous women are the change makers who will help close the gap of disadvantage 
confronting Aboriginal people, a leadership forum has heard. 

The annual Oxfam Straight Talk Summit has brought 60 indigenous women from across Australia, from 
cities, the outback and the Torres Strait, for a week-long leadership program. 

The participants will share their stories with female politicians and increase their understanding of how the 
political system works. 

Australia's first indigenous federal MP Ken Wyatt told the women he hoped to see more Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people run for parliament and dreamed of one day seeing an indigenous prime 
minister. 

"One day I hope one of the faces in this room is sitting somewhere in one of the chambers of parliament," he 
said at Parliament House in Canberra on Wednesday. 

The MP paid tribute to his mother and the indigenous women who had helped him on his journey. 

"Never hold back, speak the truth that is your truth, speak what's in your heart with a combination of passion 
and logic," he said. 

Indigenous Affairs Minister Jenny Macklin told the women they were "change makers" in their families, 
communities and workplaces. 

Deputy opposition leader Julie Bishop said her favourite part of the program was chatting in her office with a 
group of participants "laughing and crying" over shared experiences. 

"Whatever challenges our nation faces, empowering women must be critical to the solution," she said. 

Australian Greens senator Rachel Siewert told the women to follow the lead of big business and learn to 
make the political system work for them. 

"You need to learn how this place works so you know what buttons to press to get the decisions that you 
need," she said. 

Senator Siewert said politicians and indigenous women could learn from each other. 

"There's awful long way to go ... we're a long way from joining the dots, so we need you here to tell us how to 
do it," she said. 

"It's important to have you here telling your stories to people in this place, (because) many people in this 
place do not get out and hear the issues." 
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Change in the air for Indigenous 
Published on 26/9/2011 by Suzanne Devonshire 

 
 

 

 
 

 

In a step towards closing the gap, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women last 
week met with female politicians at Parliament house to strengthen the bond between 
women keen to change communities for the better. 

Hosted by Oxfam, the annual Straight Talk Summit brought together 62 Indigenous women 
of different ages and backgrounds to share with politicians the issues affecting Indigenous 
communities. 

Torres Strait Islander Carla McGrath, who works for the National Centre of Indigenous 
Excellence, saw her participation in the summit as an opportunity to talk about the “culture 
of low-expectation” she tries to combat in her work. 

“It’s become a way that we treat our kids, but we have to make them see that they can do 
whatever they want to do,” said Ms McGrath. 

“They have the same capabilities as anyone else. In fact, they bring with them, as young 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, a uniqueness.” 

“I wanted to talk to the parliamentarians about what their role might be in assisting us to do 
that for our young people.” 

Straight Talk Coordinator Karrina Nolan said the summit’s participants were an inspiring 
group of women working across a diverse range of issues. 

“From hundreds of applicants we’ve selected an outstanding group of women who will sit 
down with the politicians whose decisions impact their lives,” said Ms Nolan. 

“These women are already striving for and achieving change in their communities.” 

Ms Nolan said the participants would gain the confidence to engage with the political 
system by talking to politicians, including Minister for Indigenous Affairs Jenny Macklin, 
Deputy Opposition Leader Julie Bishop and Greens spokesperson for Aboriginal and Torres 
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Strait Islander Issues Senator Rachel Stewart. 

Ms McGrath agreed that conversations with politicians had “demystified” the political 
system. 

“We’ve had the opportunity to meet with parliamentarians and talk to them about their own 
lives, and find out things that are not part of their portfolio but just about them as women… 
and just make that personal connection with another human being.” 

“At the end of the day, they took their job for the same reason we took ours, to make 
change.” 

She said talking to fellow Indigenous women and building up a network of people with 
similar aspirations had also been beneficial. 

“It’s been fantastic to sit down with other [Indigenous] women who share the same feelings 
I do about making positive change in our communities,” she said. 

“We have a varying range of experience so I’ve been able to learn a whole lot from the 
women around me.” 

Ms McGrath said the participants would benefit from seeing the work being done by fellow 
Indigenous people in creating change. 

“In coming together and talking about all the stuff we’ve done and achieved, there’s a sense 
of pride in seeing that we are capable and we are making a difference.” 
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BROADCAST CLIPPINGS: 
4K1G (Townsville) 
Murri Voices - 14/09/2011 - 01:09 PM 
Lloyd Wyles 
 
Program Preview  
- Interview with Karrina Nolan, the Straight Talk coordinator for Oxfam Australia about the Straight Talk 
Summit this week in Canberra.  
- Interview with Rachel Siewert, member of the panel on Constitutional Recognition Of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Peoples about the public consultations being held.  
- The Aboriginal Message. 
© Media Monitors 2011 
Duration: 1:27 
 
 
4K1G (Townsville) 
Murri Voices - 14/09/2011 - 01:44 PM 
Lloyd Wyles 
 
Wyles discusses the Oxfam Australia Straight Talk summit that will start next week in Canberra. Wyles also 
notes the group of indigenous students from across Australia who have arrived at Parliament House this 
week to undertake a week of work experience with the Australian Government with Mark Arbib, Federal 
Minister for Indigenous Employment, and Jenny Macklin, Federal Minister for Indigenous Affairs through the 
Learn Earn Legend initiative. 
© Media Monitors 2011 
Duration: 1:32 
 
 
4K1G (Townsville) 
Murri Voices - 14/09/2011 - 01:22 PM 
Lloyd Wyles 
 
Wyles is joined by Karrina Nolan, the Straight Talk coordinator for Oxfam Australia to discuss the third 
annual Straight Talk Summit being held this week in Canberra. Nolan says they have received over 300 
applications this year, from which they have chosen a diverse group of 62 women. Nolan confirms that 
Deputy Opposition leader Julie Bishop, Indigenous Affairs Minister Jenny Macklin and Greens 
spokesperson for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Issues Senator Rachel Siewert will be at the summit. 
Nolan says for the second and third day, they will hold the summit at Parliament House. Nolan says that 
Straight Talk isn't just about talking about problems but also about sharing some solutions that are working 
and notes that the debate has been dominated by the disadvantage and the problems and not talking about 
the resilience and strength that we all see in the community. She says that Oxfam has been working with 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island peoples for over 30 years so is certainly well placed to support the Close 
the Gap campaign. 
© Media Monitors 2011 
 
Interviewees: Karrina Nolan, Straight Talk Coordinator, Oxfam Australia 
Duration: 6:53 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ABC North Queensland (Townsville) 
08:30 News - 19/09/2011 - 08:32 AM 
Newsreader 
 
Michelle Watson, campaigner for the rights of Indigenous Women, has been chosen to take the North's 
issues to Canberra this week to meet with Politicians during Oxfam's Straight Talk Summit. She wants to 
see more Indigenous community controlled services. 
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© Media Monitors 2011 
 
Interviewees: Michelle Watson, Campaigner 
Duration: 0:43 
 
 
ABC Far North (Cairns) 
08:30 News - 19/09/2011 - 08:32 AM 
Newsreader 
 
A campaigner for Indigenous women's rights Michelle Watson has been chosen to take FNQ issues to 
Canberra alongside 61 Indigenous women from around the country during Oxfam's Straight Talk summit. 
She will argue that women need to have more say in how Indigenous programs are run in northern Qld. 
© Media Monitors 2011 
 
Interviewees: Michelle Watson, rights campaigner 
Duration: 0:42 
 
 
ABC North Queensland (Townsville) 
07:30 News - 19/09/2011 - 07:32 AM 
Newsreader 
 
Michelle Watson, campaigner for the rights of Indigenous Women, has been chosen to take the North's 
issues to Canberra this week to meet with Politicians during Oxfam's Straight Talk Summit. 
© Media Monitors 2011 
 
Interviewees: Michelle Watson, Campaigner 
Duration: 0:45 
 
 
NITV (Sydney) 
NITV News - 16/09/2011 - 05:39 PM 
Natalie Ahmat and Kris Flanders 
 
Aboriginal women will meet in Canberra for a summit called Straight Talk which links indigenous women 
to the Austn political process. Yorta Yorta woman Corina Nolan (*) is the organiser of the event. 
© Media Monitors 2011 
Duration: 0:17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2MCE (National Australia) 
17:00 News - 19/09/2011 - 05:01 PM 
Newsreader 
 
Oxfam says their third annual Straight Talk Summit will allow indigenous women from across the country 
to meet with politicians to discuss the issues that affect their local communities. The summit will take place 
in the Parliament House at Canberra this week. 
© Media Monitors 2011 
 
Interviewees: Carina Nolan, Coordinator, Straight Talk 
Duration: 0:44 
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2MCE (National Australia) 
14:00 News - 19/09/2011 - 02:02 PM 
Newsreader 
 
A group of indigenous women will head to Canberra for Oxfam's Straight Talk Summit. Karrina Nolan(*), 
Coordinator, Straight Talk, Oxfam, talks about the programme. 
© Media Monitors 2011 
 
Interviewees: Karrina Nolan(*), Coordinator, Straight Talk, Oxfam 
Duration: 0:45 
 
 
4K1G (Townsville) 
Murri Voices - 19/09/2011 - 01:23 PM 
Lloyd Wyles 
 
Wyles introduces John Paul Janke of Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies 
[AIATSIS], which is holding its National Indigenous Studies Conference at the Australian National 
University in Canberra. Janke says the conference has become a key forum for new research programmes 
regarding indigenous communities, covering fields such as education, health, information technology, 
employment, language, well-being and resilience. An indigenous interpreters' meeting will also be part of 
the conference, as will a special screening of 'Here I Am' at the National Film and Sound Archive. Janke 
says Kirsty Parker, Managing Editor of the Courier Mail, will chair a Q&A panel regarding indigenous 
woman leaders, which will also feature delegates from Oxfam's Straight Talk summit. 
© Media Monitors 2011 
 
Interviewees: John Paul Janke, Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies 
Duration: 6:25 
 
 
ABC Far North (Cairns) 
12:30 News - 19/09/2011 - 12:33 PM 
Newsreader 
 
Far north Qld Aboriginal woman Michelle Watson, chosen to attend this week's Straight Talk summit in 
Canberra, says she wants to see more Indigenous community controlled services. 
© Media Monitors 2011 
 
Interviewees: Michelle Watson, Far north Qld Aboriginal woman 
Duration: 0:39 
 
 
 
ABC Central Australia (Alice Springs) 
12:30 News - 19/09/2011 - 12:33 PM 
Newsreader 
 
An Indigenous educator from Tennant Creek says she wants to use a Canberra visit to learn how the 
political system works. Joyce Taylor, Indigenous Educator is attending OXFAM's Straight Talk summit 
and will meet MPs including Jenny Macklin, Federal Minister for Indigenous Affairs. 
© Media Monitors 2011 
 
Interviewees: Joyce Taylor, Indigenous Educator 
Duration: 0:43 
 
 
2MCE (National Australia) 
09:00 News - 19/09/2011 - 09:01 AM 
Newsreader 
 
Oxfam's third annual Straight Talk Summit for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women will be held 
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in Canberra this week. 
© Media Monitors 2011 
 
Interviewees: Karina Nolan(*), Organiser, Straight Talk 
Duration: 0:39 
 
 
ABC Central Australia (Alice Springs) 
08:30 News - 19/09/2011 - 08:31 AM 
Newsreader 
 
Aboriginal women will meet in Canberra this week for Oxfam's Straight Talk summit, to learn about the 
Australian political system and discuss ways to improve the lives of Indigenous people. They'll meet female 
MPs, including Indigenous Affairs Minister Jenny Macklin. 
© Media Monitors 2011 
 
Interviewees: Joyce Taylor, Tennant Creek 
Duration: 0:45 
 
 
2SM (Sydney) 
07:00 News - 21/09/2011 - 07:03 AM 
Newsreader 
 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women sit down with politicians today for Oxfam's 3rd annual 
Straight Talk Summit. Karina Nolan, Program Co-Ordinator, says they are an inspiring group. 
© Media Monitors 2011 
 
Interviewees: Karina Nolan, Program Co-Ordinator, Oxfam 
Duration: 0:34 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2DU (Dubbo) 
06:55 News - 21/09/2011 - 07:03 AM 
Newsreader 
 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women of all ages will be sitting down with politicians today for 
Oxfam's third annual Straight Talk Summit. 
© Media Monitors 2011 
 
Interviewees: Karrina Nolan, Program Coordinator 
Duration: 0:34 
 
 
ABC 666 Canberra (Canberra) 
Drive - 21/09/2011 - 04:22 PM 
Ginger Gorman 
 
Gorman says that Indigenous women are coming from across Australia to meet politicians in Canberra. 
Gorman talks to Karina Nowlan who is a Yorta Yorta woman and is Oxfam's Straight Talk coordinator. 
Gorman asks what Straight Talk is. Nowlan says it brings many Indigenous women from across the 
country and they are meeting with politicians. Gorman asks how many women are involved. Nowlan says 
300 applied but they could only take 60. Gorman asks if there is one message. Nowlan says there is a whole 
bunch of issues but is a chance for women to talk about the success of their communities. Gorman says that 
Indigenous stories always seem negative. Nowlan says that it is very important to talk about the success of 
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Indigenous communities. 
© Media Monitors 2011 
 
Interviewees: Karina Nowlan, Coordinator, Oxfam's Straight Talk 
Duration: 4:57 
 
 
4K1G (Townsville) 
Murri Voices - 21/09/2011 - 01:54 PM 
Lloyd Wyles 
 
Interview with Jason Mitzford, organiser, 1000 Warrior March. Wyles and Mitzford discuss the march, which 
is a walk to Federation Square on behalf of Victorian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Communities. 
Mitzford explains the theme of the march in the Wayaperri community. Mitzford says it is for Aboriginal men. 
Wyles says the Oxfam indigenous women's summit is taking place. Mitzford says he is the National 
Community Engagement Manager for the AFL, building relationships with Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander communities and supporting the Deadly Awards. Mitzford explains how they will promote the march. 
© Media Monitors 2011 
 
Interviewees: Jason Mitzford, organiser, 1000 Warrior March 
Duration: 6:56 
 
 
4K1G (Townsville) 
Murri Voices - 21/09/2011 - 01:23 PM 
Lloyd Wyles 
 
Wyles is joined by Michelle Deshon, the lead facilitator of Straight Talk to discuss Oxfam's third annual 
Straight Talk Summit being held at Parliament House in Canberra today. Deshon says the summit started 
a few years ago because Oxfam decided that one of the things that was lacking was an understanding 
amongst Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people about how they can influence and make change. 
Deshon says Straight Talk is an opportunity to change the conversation in the community to looking at 
solutions for the known issues. She says the summit brings people to Canberra to get them to understand 
the political system and then they will hold individual meetings with all of the female members of Parliament 
who are available. Deshon says that this summit empowers many women with their own self esteem and 
capacity to say they can achieve anything they want to. She says the opening ceremony at Parliament 
House was very good and was attended by a number of Ministers and Senators, including Jenny Macklin, 
Julie Bishop and Senator Rachel Siewert. Deshon says they have women from all of the country taking part 
in the summit, with women from as far north as the Torres Strait and NT, one women from Tas and the rest 
from throughout Australia. She says that they saw a real willingness from some members of Parliament this 
morning to having a yarn with some of the women. Deshon says they will head into question time after lunch 
and they will be able to see in context why politicians act up and make 'big scenes'. She says she thinks 
asylum seekers will be on the agenda today. 
© Media Monitors 2011 
 
Interviewees: Michelle Deshon, Lead Facilitator, Straight Talk 
Duration: 9:22 
 
 
SBS (National Australia) 
World News Australia - 21/09/2011 - 06:57 PM 
Anton Enus and Janice Peterson 
 
Women have been hailed as the change-makers of indigenous communities at a leadership forum, 
Oxfam's Straight Talking summit, in Canberra. 
© Media Monitors 2011 
 
Vision: Oxfam 
Duration: 0:42 
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NITV (Sydney) 
NITV News - 21/09/2011 - 05:42 PM 
Natalie Ahmat and Kris Flanders 
 
Politicians have been told by indigenous women what's really happening in their communities. The annual 
Straight Talk Summit opened today with the aim of tackling the big issues. Jenny Macklin, Indigenous 
Affairs Minister, encouraged them to use their voices to speak out. 
© Media Monitors 2011 
 
Interviewees: Jenny Macklin, Indigenous Affairs Minister 
Duration: 0:51 
 
 
4K1G (Townsville) 
Murri Voices - 21/09/2011 - 01:09 PM 
Lloyd Wyles 
 
Program Preview  
- Interview with Michelle Deshong, Straight Talk Lead Facilitator about Oxfam's third annual Straight Talk 
summit being held in Canberra today.  
- Interview with organisers of the 1,000 Warriors March in the southern states.  
- The Aboriginal Message. 
© Media Monitors 2011 
 
Duration: 1:09 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2SM (Sydney) 
05:00 News - 21/09/2011 - 05:02 AM 
Newsreader 
 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women of all ages will be sitting down with politicians today for 
Oxfam's third annual Straight Talk Summit. 
© Media Monitors 2011 
 
Interviewees: Karrina Nolan, Program Coordinator, Straight Talk Summit 
Duration: 0:35 
 
 
4K1G (Townsville) 
Murri Voices - 22/09/2011 - 12:43 PM 
Lloyd Wyles 
 
Wyles says that yesterday Oxfam held their third annual Straight Talk Summit, with women from remote 
communities, big cities, and country towns meeting with women in politics, including Jenny Macklin, Minister 
for Indigenous Affairs, Julie Bishop, Deputy Opposition Leader, and Greens Senator Rachel Siewert. 
© Media Monitors 2011 
 
Duration: 1:20 
 
 
NITV (Sydney) 
NITV News - 22/09/2011 - 05:43 PM 
Natalie Ahmat and Kris Flanders 
 
A group of Aboriginal women have taken part in the Oxfam Straight Talk Conference in Canberra. The 
conference aims to teach indigenous people how to use the political system to have their voices heard. 
Coordinator Katrina Nolan says community representatives know what is happening in their communities. 
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Maryborough elder Gayle Minniecon says meeting senior female politicians was a wonderful opportunity. 
© Media Monitors 2011 
 
Interviewees: Gayle Minniecon, Maryborough elder; Katrina Nolan, Coordinator 
Duration: 2:01 
 
 
ABC Central Australia (Alice Springs) 
Mornings - 26/09/2011 - 09:14 AM 
Tatjana Clancy 
 
Clancy says Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women from across Australia last week mixed with some of 
the nation's top politicians at Parliament House in Canberra as a means of finding ways to work together and 
improve the lives of indigenous people and their communities. She introduces Joyce Taylor from Tennant 
Creek, who took part along with 61 others in the third annual Oxfam Talk Straight Summit. Taylor says she 
took part because she wanted to encourage more indigenous ladies to go into Parliament House. Clancy 
says the co-ordinator of the event, Karrina Nolan, has said those chosen to participate were leaders who 
were already achieving change in their communities. Nolan says the agenda included leadership. She says 
everyone in parliament is just human, but says there are too many men in politics who just sit there and 
scream. She talks about watching Question Time and arguments involving Julia and asylum seekers. Taylor 
says she spoke with Julia Gillard's advisor Trish Woolley about indigenous issues like health and education. 
Taylor says Woolley gave her her phone number and email address and organised monthly meetings to 
discuss indigenous issues. Clancy says the Minister for Indigenous Affairs, Jenny Macklin, and the Deputy 
Opposition Leader, Julie Bishop, were both present. Taylor says she didn't get to speak to them, although 
she says a couple of ladies from Darwin spoke to Trish Crossin. Taylor says ladies from Darwin and 
Katherine spoke to Macklin and were treated really nicely and were allowed to talk about issues. Taylor says 
she will help Tennant Creek women to take part in next year's summit because she says it is worth going. 
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Mornings - 04/10/2011 - 11:27 AM 
Vanessa Mills 
 
Mills speaks to Ruth Abdallah, Kununurra resident about attending a meeting in Canberra where 60 
Aboriginal women from Australia came together. It was for Oxfam's Annual Straight Talk Conference, 
which give Indigenous women the opportunity to learn about the political system and how to make changes 
in their community. Abdallah discusses growing up in Derby and moving to Kununurra. she discusses her 
community work and winning Elder of the Year award in 2004. She discusses moving to Kununurra before it 
was built. She discusses the conference and that she really enjoyed the question and answer time. They 
discuss how the conference worked. Abdallah says he like meeting Julie Bishop as she was 'warm and 
welcoming'. She describes the different conversation groups and the issues they got to discuss. She 
discusses how she will use what she learned to help her community and how she thinks communities can 
move forward. 
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http://www.oxfam.org.au/straight-talk
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